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Mystics, Meatballs, and the
Marvelous Works of God

I’m sure you’ ve heard by now how
God told Vernon Howell—ak.a. David
Koresh, the leader of the Branch
Davidian cult outside Waco, Texas—not
to comeout of hiscult’scompound. That
was even after the cult leader had prom-
ised authoritieshewould comeout on his
own, provided they allowed him to
broadcast arambling, fifty-eight minute
tape of hiswacky religiousideasonana-
tional radio network. They did. He did

not. Just goesto show how quick the
wind can change herein Texas.

God talks to the boy, don't ya
know?Hemust havea sotold himto
buy a .50 caliber machine gun with
armor-piercing ammunition and a
veritable arsena of other assorted
weapons and explosives. Why else
would he have bought them? The
only big game for which you would
need that kind of artillery is dino-

saurs. And they’ve been extinct for at least
twenty years. But | guess maybe he hadn’t
heard.

Now | know what you' resaying. “Y eah.
Right! Andapickleinapig’sear.” But come
on now, let’ s give the fellathe benefit of the
doubt. He must have just heard wrong. Or
maybe God told him he needed a.30 caliber,
lever-action, and all he could get at the time
was the top-of-the-line automatic.

Sometimes facts are facts, and we just

Watching Ducks Sashaying
'Round the Cor ner Stone

Atonetimeor another, we' veall heard that nifty expression: “If itlookslike
aduck, walkslikeaduck, and quackslikeaduck, it must beaduck.” But did you
know the same principle applies when it comes to identifying false prophets?
Sure it does. Jesus said so:

“ Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but in-
wardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Grapesare
not gathered fromthorn {bushes}, nor figsfromthistles, arethey? Even so, ev-
ery good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. Every tree
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into thefire. So then, you
will know them by their fruits.”

(Matthew 7:15-20)

Isn't that amazing? Jesus told us exactly how to recognize false prophets.
All wehavetodoisexaminetheir “fruit.” By theway, doyou haveany ideawhat
He means by “fruit”? Never mind. No need to sweat the small stuff right now.
Let’'s get back to those ducks.

See Ducks on Page 25

got to face 'em. Seems that nowadays
God talks directly to al sorts of meat-
balls. You can hear what He told them
yourself on the radio or television at all
hoursof theday and night if you don’t be-
lieve me. When they aren’t trying to dip
into your pockets on the gy, they'll be
telling you right up front how “God told
them” this or that.

Isn't that something? Moses must
have arrived on the red-eye from Sinai
while we were slegping! Or maybe some
prophet extraordinaire has appeared on
the scene and didn’'t want to scare us by
sayin’ so outright. Leastwise, you would
assume so. God put areal powder on Mir-
iam for being a bit slow on the uptake
concerning who getsto call collect. Lis-
ten to what He said:

“Hear now My words:

If there is a prophet among you,

I, the LORD, shall make Myself knownto
himinavision.

See Mystics, Meatballs on Page 4
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During this last quarter
things have gotten extremely
hectic hereat The Voiceof Eli-
jah. Not only have we stepped
up our direct mail outreach,
mailing almost 20,000 pieces
inthelast six weeksalone, I'm
pleased to report the percent-
age of those responding has been incredible—higher than it’s been for over a
year. God willing, this upward trend will continue. The most exciting part is
that the increased response came right after we gained access to a printing
press. (Wehad been producing our mailing pieceson The Elijah Project’ spho-
tocopier rather than paying the higher cost of having them professionally
printed.) The printing press has reduced our printing costs significantly, while
at thesametimereducing thetimeit takesusto produceamailing. What used to
take ustwo full daysto produce on the copier can be done now in amatter of
hours. Thismeanswe can mail more piecesin lesstime. That isespecially im-
portant since all of usexcept Larry have other full-time jobs. Asaways, how-
ever, we arelimited mainly by the fundswe have availablefor outreach. If you
have adesireto seethisministry grow, | encourageyou to give now. Therewill
never be abetter timefor oneindividual to have asignificant impact. Each and
every contribution, no matter how small, remainsimportant—each dollar you
give allows us to send four more mailing pieces. Thanks to those of you who
have already contributed, and especially thanks to the generous contributions
of our Monthly Contributors, more Believersarediscovering usevery month.

I:tters
E ditor
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On another front, seminar preparation is continuing. As many of you al-
ready know, The Elijah Project will be sponsoring its first seminar for our
Monthly Contributors sometime later this year. They are currently projecting
October. The Elijah Project has granted The Voice of Elijah permission to of -
fer videotapes of thisand all their seminarsto all our subscribers. I'm confi-
dent the videos will provide awonderful opportunity for everyone to actually
hear The Teaching taught. Werealize hearing the spokenwordisimportant. As
Paul says, “faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ”
(Rom. 10:17). The preparations for the first seminar are progressing, but
slowly because Larry is working hard to complete The Mystery of Scripture
first. | know many of you have been patiently waiting for your copy of that
book. Please join usin praying that the writing will go quickly so we can all
gain further insight from it and Larry can go on to the next project. Once The
Mystery of Scripture has been published and isin your hands, the seminar pro-
ject should pick up speed. Of course, Larry still hasthree more volumes of The
Resurrection Theology Seriesto write after that, so don’t stop praying for him.
Ordersfor these publications are already coming in, and they aren’t even cur-
rently being offered!

If you are beginning to get impatient, wanting to learn more, you areamong
an ever-growing number of readers. I’ m convinced everything will be accom-
plishedin God’ sOwntime. I’ mjust assuretherewill be sufficient information
for True Believersto digest in the meantime. | encourage you to bediligent in
learning, and living according to, the information we aready have available.
AsLarry remindsusinthisissue' s“Questions & Answers,” God isnot nearly
as concerned with what we know as He iswith what we do with what we know.
If wearefaithful to the Word wehave heard thusfar, we canrest assured there-
mainder will comealongin duetime. Meanwhile, you can alwayshelp usmove
thingsalong by praying for and giving tothisministry. Obvioudly, thereisalot
of physical work that we do here—editing, printing, and distributing litera-
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ture—but your prayersand contributions play an even more
important part. So pleasepray diligently for usand give gen-
erously. Timeisshort, and itisimperativethat wereach oth-
ers quickly with the information that is now available.

Something New

| want to take amoment to point out afew new offerings
on the Order Form. With thisissue, we have begun offering
a book entitled A History of Heresy by David Chris-
tie-Murray, and another entitled A.B. Smpson and the Pen-
tecostal Movement by C.W. Nienkirchen that Larry
mentionsin one of the articlesinthisissue (p. 7). Thisisthe
first time The Voice of Elijah has offered outside publica-
tionsto our readers. Wefelt it wasimportant to begin doing
this because there are alot of books already published that
provide crucia background information for those who are
seeking Truth. Although, many books provide relevant in-
formation, it is sometimes difficult for us to recommend a
publication because the author’s own theological bias has
prevented him from giving afair treatment of objective evi-
dence. For the most part, A History of Heresy provides a
good evaluation of the historical evidence concerning
Christian heretics and their heretical doctrines. We recom-
mend it for anyone who has ever wondered where some of
the heretical doctrines preached in churches today origi-
nated. Nienkirchen’ swork isafairly even-handed treatment
of the pentecostal revival(s) of a century ago.

Another offering we are excited about isanew Compre-
hensive Package that will allow you to acquire most of the
items published by The Elijah Project and The VVoiceof Eli-
jah for asingle contribution. Many of you have told usyou
are loaning your copies of our publications to others. This
offer will allow youtoaid our ministry and, at the sametime,
obtain afull set of publications you can use to loan out to
others. Look for it under Special Offer on the Order Form at
the back of thisissue.

L etters of Encouragement

Since | mentioned patience above, | thought it might
help some of you if | shared afew of the positive responses
wehavereceived from readersover thelast quarter. Reading
letters like the ones below are always encouraging to us
here, and | am sure they will accomplish the same in you.

| haveread every articlein V.O.E. at least once, Not All
Israel several times, and likewise with The Advent of
Christ and AntiChrist. Each had helped me build depth
of understanding. ... Sometimes| wonder if wearereally
learning anything from Larry. He seemsto be taking so
long, and when he uses the phrase, “ over the next few
years,” one can get impatient and discouraged.... Sud-

denly so much begins to make sense. We all realize a
good foundation is built, “ line upon line,” yet, we are
impatient and want all NOw.

John S, Metairie, LA

| want to thank you [ Larry] for your hardwork and your
faithfulness to God's calling. For the first time, many
things in The Bible are beginning to make sense. I'm
looking forward to more.

Gordon A., Tallahassee, FL

| can’t begin to tell you how much your publication has
opened my eyes to truth that |'ve been looking for for
many years. Though | could never put my finger on what
| (and everybody else) was missing as | studied the Old
Testament, | knew there was greater depth to what was
written there than what the commentators wereindicat-
ing.... | look forward to receiving The Voice of Elijah
and TheVoice of Elijah Update each month/quarter. |
know I’ velearned alot, but | know |’ ve got along way to
go. | continually remind myself of Larry’ sadmonition to
be patient and wait upon the Lord.

Allen F., Wichita, KS

| enjoy them all [the newsletters and books] very much
and am experiencing lots of spiritual growth and better
understanding of Scripture.... | wanttoliveaccordingto
God’ sperfect will for mylifeand havea full under stand-
ing of the Truemeaning of HisWord.... 1 will keep Larry,
Michael, ... yourself, and all the staff of VOE in my
prayers.

Bernard K., Ft. Leavenworth, KS

| hope these letters show you that you are not alone in
wanting tolearn moreright away. Perhapsreading what oth-
erslikeyourself havewritten will help the next timeyou feel
impatient.

Are You | nterested?

Werecently received arequest from oneof our subscrib-
ers, Allen F. (a quote from his latest |etter appears above).
Allen has written us severa times asking pertinent ques-
tions, but hislatest request made us stop and think how best
to respond:

I’minterested in meeting other Christianswho are pres-
ently reading The Voice of Elijah. Isit possible to re-
ceive names of thosein and around Wichita, KSwho are
reading thesamematerial | am? If so, could you send me
their names and addresses. Thank you.

Allen F., Wichita, KS
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Thiswasthefirst timeanyone had asked, and weweren’t surehow to handle
his request. We redlize it is natural that those who are reading and believing
what they read in our publicationswould want to meet otherswho feel the same
way, so we certainly didn’t want to let the request go unanswered. Therefore,
wedecided to leaveit up to you. If you areinterested in getting acquainted with
other readers of The VVoice of Elijah, write usand let us know. We'll circulate
your names, addresses, and phone numbers (if included) to everybody who has
expressed thesameinterest. Y ou cantakeit fromthere. Thisway, wecan ensure
that none of our readers have their privacy invaded involuntarily. But don’'t be
surprised if some religious zealot contacts you, trying to convince you The
Teaching isn't true. It will happen. It’s al part of the winnowing process.

A Final Note

Withinaweek after Larry submitted thelead articlefor thisissue (“Mystics,
Meatballs, and the Marvel ous Works of God”) for editing, we received aletter
from an individual who had received one of our mailing pieces. He didn’t sub-
scribe, hejust sent usaletter. Some of you who have recently become subscrib-
erswill recall our mailer talks about The Teaching of the Early Church Fathers
Polycarp, Irenaaus, and Hippolytus concerning the End Times—The Teaching
they received from the Apostles. It seemed rather remarkable to us that we re-
ceived the letter so soon after we began preparing Larry’s article for publica-
tion. | wanted to share it with you because of what is said about such peoplein
thearticle. First read theletter. Then read (or reread) thelead article (esp. p. 12),
and draw your own conclusions:

| am not interested in reading anything by Irenaaus or Polycarp or anyone
else. | havetaught the Bibleunder theanointing of theHoly Spiritin my heart,
now, for 40 years. The last 13 years of my 66-year-old life has been largely
spent, just sitting submitted under theanointing inmy heart, asHeteachesme
all things. | have written 45 bookswith the revel ations He has taught me. Not
one of themis published or ever will be. For itisnot God' swill that I, a God
called teacher, anointed, and chosen of God, should teach any man anything,
except how to hear the anointing of God’ sHoly Spiritin their own hearts. So
that the anointing, they are all anointed with, can teach them all things. So
that theywill have no need that any man teach themanything, 1 John 2:27....1
writethis, to you, asone of God’ sanointed, who listen to Hisvoiceonly. | ex-
hort you also, to only listen to and hear and pay attention to Hisvoicein your
heart. To enter into the secret place of the Most High. To subject yourself to
the higher powers. To come out of literal Babylon and to enter into Spiritual
ekklesia, by way of doing just exactly that. If you can hear and obey what the
Soiritissaying to you, all the blessings of God be upon you. But if after hear-
ing this short plea of the Spirit, you turn back to the beggardly elements of
Babylon’s systematic suicide of the letter only, Anathema Maranatha.

Interesting, isn’t it? I'm reminded of the article Larry wrote about
Gnosticism in the Early Church. (See “Gnostic Beliefs and Early Church
Teaching,” The Voice of Elijah, October 1991.) | didn’t realize such beliefs
werestill aliveand well today. AsLarry said after reading theletter: “Why does
he even bother reading the Bible?’ Until next time I’ m still

i i o
Yoursin Him, I\Qj . 5"""""&‘)

Mystics, M eatballs

From Page 1

| shall speak with himin a dream.

Not so, with My servant Moses,

He s faithful in all My household;

With him | speak mouth to mouth,

Even openly, and not in dark sayings,

And he beholds the form of the LORD.

Why then were you not afraid

To speak against My servant, against
Moses?”

(Numbers 12:6b-8)

Seems pretty simple to me. Moses
got the direct line. All the Prophets who
followed after him ever had weredreams
and visions. Maybe that explains why
the Pentateuch is always saying, “God
said to Moses,” and all the Prophets say,
“the Word of the Lord came to me say-
ing” or “thus says the Lord.” Could be.
They don’t normally tell you how they
know. They just tell you what they know.

But I'm sure al those folks who
hear what the L ord hasto say must have
the Spirit (or should | say “spirit”?) in
there jabbering like crazy, telling them
al sorts of things God (or should | say
“their god”?) has specially chosen them
toknow. Y ou know how itis. Theminis-
try of the Holy Spirit changed from the
Old Testament to the New. Must have.
He' stalking to everybody directly now;
whereas, He used to send messages by
code.

However, | still can’t figure out why
Paul—Y ou know Paul. He had personal
revelation from God. Said so himself in
Galatians 1:11-12—had a vision once,
and God made him figure out what it
meant on his own. Maybe God demoted
him in the between-time. He probably
busted him back to Private. Here it is.
Read it for yourself:

And they passed through the Phrygian
and Galatian region, having been for-
bidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the
word in Asia; and when they had come
to Mysia, they were trying to go into
Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesusdid not
permit them; and passing by Mysia,
they camedown to Troas. And avision
appeared to Paul in the night: a cer-
tain man of Macedonia was standing
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“If God went back to talking directly to individual Believersunder the
New Covenant, why would He have established the Prophet
as one of the ministriesin the Church?”

and appealing to him, and saying,
“Come over to Macedonia and help
us.” And when he had seen the vision,
immediately we sought to go into Mac-
edonia, concluding that God had
called usto preach thegospel tothem.
(Acts 16:6-10)

I'd like to know how those people
with Paul knew they were “forbidden by
the Holy Spirit” and “the Spirit of Jesus
did not permit.” God has His ways, |
know. But they don’t include talking di-
rectly to an individual. Not if what He
said to Miriam holds any water.

Think carefully for just a bit before
you answer this next question. If God
went back to talking directly to individ-
ual Believers under the New Covenant,
why would He have established the
Prophet as one of the ministries in the
Church?

Now | know some of you are going
to answer that by trotting out the modern
argument that is little more than a theo-
logical gymnastic routine. Y ou know the
one. It reduces the meaning of the word
“prophet” inthe New Testament to little
more than “preacher.” It also fliesin the
face of historical evidence that stretches
all theway from thetime of the Apostles
to at least the early fifth century
A.D.—evidence that says the Early
Church had real, live Prophets just like
Israel did in the Old Testament.

It sort of makes sense, doesn't it, if
the Church—the Body of Christ—is
Corporate Israel? But | won't bore you
withthedetailshere. I’ veaready laid out
the basics elsewhere. [Editor: He's al-
luding to what he has written in Not All
Israel Is Israel.] By the way, do you
know how many theologians can do a
theological handstand on the head of a
pin? Simultaneously?

All right, | know that wasn’t very
nice. But | couldn’t pass up the opportu-
nity. Besides, theologians don’'t know
how ridiculousthey get sometimes. | just
thought turnabout might befair play. For
those of youwho don’t know the particu-
lars, theologians used to argue about

such things. Some years—okay, centu-
ries—ago, there was apparently some
guestion asto how many angelscould si-
multaneously occupy the space on the
head of a pin. Nowadays the question is
usually how to best explain away thisor
that statement they find inthe Scriptures.

But honestly now, do you think all
those people who say the Lord told them
something special actually hear an audi-
ble voice saying, “ Go three blocks down
andtakealeft” ?That could get real scary
inahurry if you'reright in the middle of
something important and this booming
voice comes over your internal intercom
telling you to drop everything and run
naked down the street like King
Saul—especially if some other joker
gets on the horn pretending he’s God.

But maybe not. | imagine they can
recognize God’ saccent right of f after lis-
tening to Him for awhile. He probably
has a West Texas drawl. Everybody im-
portant comes from Texas, you know.
Leastwise, some like to think so down
here. If you're not from Texas, but you
get to be important enough, folks here
will even adopt you. They'll make you
an “honorary Texan.” That's what hap-
pened to George Bush. You remember
him?HewasaY ankeefrom Connecticut
or somewhere who got to be important
and somebody special. | wonder if God
ever talked to him directly?

“But honestly now, do
you think all those
people who say the

Lord told them
something special
actually hear an
audible voice saying,

“Go three blocks down
and take a left’?”

You Say You Hear
Voices?

You tell me. When it's a matter of
public record that serial killers and seri-
oudly ill mental patients hear disembod-
ied voices, why would people who are
apparently normal otherwise go around
claiming “God told them” this or that?

Granted there is probably a certain
percentage of these people who are
undiagnosed mental cases, but they can’t
al be asloony astwo 'toons. So there's
got to be something else working in this
case. Here' swhat I’ ve got figured out so
far. You judge for yourself. | won't say
I’m dead center on this one, but | think
I"'m fairly close.

First of al, God doesn’t talk directly
to anyone. He said so Himself. Moses
was the last to hear the voice of God
speaking to him privately, and even he
didn’t hear any internal voice. God
talked with Moses face to face from the
midst of the pillar of cloud at the Taber-
nacle:

Now Moses used to take the tent and
pitch it outside the camp, a good dis-
tance from the camp, and he called it
the tent of meeting. And it came about,
that everyone who sought the LORD
would go out to the tent of meeting
which was outside the camp. And it
came about, whenever Moses went out
to the tent, that all the people would
ariseand stand, each at theentrance of
histent, and gaze after Moses until he
entered the tent. And it came about,
whenever Moses entered the tent, the
pillar of cloud would descend and
stand at the entrance of the tent; and
the LorD would speak with Moses.
When all the people saw the pillar of
cloud standing at the entrance of the
tent, all the people would arise and
worship, each at the entrance of his
tent. Thus the LORD used to speak to
Moses face to face, just as a man
speaks to his friend. When Moses re-
turned to the camp, hisservant Joshua,
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the son of Nun, ayoung man, would not
depart fromthe tent.
(Exodus 33:7-11)

That just about says it all. God
talked to Moses directly. But the Scrip-
ture we quoted above from the Book of
Numbers tells us Moses was somebody
special. The rest of us, Old Testament
Prophetsincluded, have been | eft to rely
on dreams and visions. | say “the rest of
us’ because Joel does say God would
pour out His Spirit on everybody (Joel
2:28), so we could all have visions and
dreams. Peter confirmsthat did occur af-
ter the ascension of Jesus:

“For these men are not drunk, as you
suppose, for it is{only} the third hour
of the day; but thisiswhat was spoken
of through the prophet Joel:

*AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS/
God says,

‘THAT | WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT
UPON ALL MANKIND;

AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS
SHALL PROPHESY,

AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VI-
SIONS,

AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM
DREAMS;

EVEN UPON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN
AND WOMEN,

| WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF
MY SPIRIT

And they shall prophesy.

AND | WILL GRANT WONDERSIN THE SKY
ABOVE,

AND SIGNSON THE EARTH BENEATH,
BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOROF SMOKE.
THE SUN SHALL BE TURNED INTO DARK-
NESS,

AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD,

BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS DAY
OF THE LORD SHALL COME

AND IT SHALL BE, THAT EVERYONE WHO
CALLSON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL
BE SAVED.’”

(Acts 2:15-21)

So God might communicate with
any one of us at any time through a
dream or avision. But everybody knows
such things must be interpreted. Sort of
like Scripture, you understand? [Editor:
He's mocking the concept of private in-
terpretation of Scripture. Seethe articles
in The Voice of Elijah, January 1993,

“God does nothing
that cannot be
independently

confirmed asthe valid
activity of HisHoly

Spirit by those who

understand The
Teaching.”

along with “Letters to the Editor” and
“Questions & Answers,” The Voice of
Elijah, July 1991.] That's logical, isn't
it? We saw above that even the Apostle
Paul was reduced to “concluding” the
fairly straightforward vision he saw at
Troas meant he and those with him
should veer off their intended course and
gointo Macedoniato preach the Gospel.

It's easy to see that God intention-
ally left usto rely on our own honest ap-
praisal of such phenomena. He did so
because the proud and perverse Pre-
tender can (hasin the past and will inthe
future) read monumental messagesfrom
God into the jumble of images in the
dreams that sometimes accompany the
normal activity of the brain writing
short-term memory into long-term mem-
ory while we sleep.

But, why bother about such things
anyhow? The Pretendershavelong since
ceased interpreting visions and dreams.
They’ve gone dedicated voice line to
God; fiber opticsall theway. So you can
forget about divine communication in
the parabolic imagery of The Teaching
viavisionsand dreams. [Editor: He' s al-
luding to the fact that God sometimes
uses the parabolic imagery of The
Teaching to communicatein visionsand
dreams.] God's gone to speaking the
King's English. Makes mewonder if He
till speaksin parables. [Editor: He' s al-
luding to the fact that God has always
spoken in parablesjust as Jesus did. See
various articlesin past issues, especially
“The Parabolic Pantomimes of Jesus
Christ,” The Voice of Elijah, January
1991, and “It's Not Difficult to See,
Comparatively Speaking,” The Voice of
Elijah, October 1992.]

On arelated matter, | redlize there
are probably some True Believers fol-

lowing along with us, maybe even afew
that just signed on as new subscribers,
who have had apersonal experiencewith
God based in the doctrine of those who
emphasizethe* giftsof the Spirit.” If you
are one of those, | suggest you read ev-
erything the Apostle Paul tellsyou about
the manifestation of God's Spirit in the
context of histime.

The Apostolic Teaching was alive
and well in Paul’s day. (See “The
Protestant Confession: The Church Lost
The Teaching,” The Voice of Elijah,
January 1992, and “Did Y ou Mean That
Literally?” TheVoiceof Elijah, January
1993.) Moreover, the Church still had
Prophets ministering everywhere at that
time. Remember Agabus and his group
(Acts 11:27-28)? Yet Paul tells us that
even then thewords of one Prophet were
to be judged asto their validity by other
Prophets standing by (1 Cor. 14:29).

So don’t let some half-cocked Pre-
tender who doesn’t have the foggiest no-
tion The Teaching ever existed in the
Church convince you God now works
otherwise. God does nothing that cannot
be independently confirmed as the valid
activity of HisHoly Spirit by those who
understand The Teaching. And He
won'’t. Truthistoo important to be shred-
ded like cabbage.

The Apostolic Teachingisno longer
understood by the Church today because
it was lost early on after the Apostles
died. (See “The Origen of Fally,” The
Voice of Elijah, January 1993.) How-
ever, that same Teaching will soon be
fully understood by True Believers ev-
erywhere once again. (See “One Train.
One Track. Two Rails” The Voice of
Elijah, January 1992.) When The Teach-
ing has been completely restored, you
who are True Believerswill better under-
stand Paul’s admonition concerning the
gifts of the Spirit.

Suffice it to say for now, the phe-
nomena that accompanied the last great

“Thefirst thing you
should understand is,
God doesn’t speak
directly to
individuals.”
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“One of our obligations as vessels of the Spirit of Christ isto stringently
avoid misrepresenting the nature of the Holy Spirit that dwells within.”

outpouring of the Holy Spirit beginning
just over a century ago has long since
been distorted and perverted to an ex-
treme. God did not intend the giftsof His
Holy Spirit to be sototally enlistedinthe
cause of doctrinal sectarianism by those
on al sides. Therefore, | highly recom-
mend you read the book A. B. Smpson
and the Pentecostal Movement by C. W.
Nienkirchen and follow Simpson’s per-
sonal example as described therein (not
asdescribed later by those who followed
him in his own organization).

Hew to the middle ground, and let
God work among you as He will in days
to come. Only watch carefully for, and
guard yourselves against, the corruption
that Pretenders of al stripes will un-
doubtedly seek to introduce among you.
(See “Questions & Answers’ in thisis-
sue.) We are moving closer every day to
the final phenomenal outpouring of
God’sHoly Spirit. I’ vealready heard re-
portsthat tell methe Spiritisstirring and
beginning to work quietly among you.
Many more such works will follow
shortly, I'm sure.

Be patient, and avoid the pretense of
the Pretenders who gather in their bois-
terous assemblies for fleshly gratifica-
tion. God does His best work in the
quietness of your prayer closet. Prepare
yourselves well now for the outpouring
of His Spirit, and you can be certain God
will useyou later. Thisarticle will point
you in the right direction. Just keep a
dow, steady pace. Pretenders will rush
right on by you, thinking it's al got to
happen today.

First ThingsFirst

The first thing you should under-
stand is, God doesn't speak directly to
individuals. However, He can and will
speak to them through visions and
dreams. Just so you have no excuse,
however, | must tell you Satanwill dothe
same. The reason for that istesting. God
wants to see whether you want Truth, or
whether you will settle for alie. Moses
told usthat alongtimeago. [Editor: He's
alluding to Deut. 13:1 ff.] It's the same

reason you see so many people teaching
false doctrines in the Church today.

Thesecond thingyou needtorealize
isthat al this“God told me”’ businessis
sometimes nothing more than a con art-
ist's crude ploy to increase revenues. |
won't name names simply because |
don’t want to run the risk of blasphemy
(see “How Quickly They Do Blas
pheme,” The Voice of Elijah, October
1992); but there are some “ministers of
thegospel” ontelevision and radio every
day/week who are so obviously sleazy it
0ozes out their pores. They say “God
told me” with no more sincerity of belief
in God than afrontier medicine man ped-
dling snake oil or a developer selling
swamp land in Florida.

Theirs is the ultimate con game.
They're selling the idea of “pie in the
sky, by and by” to people who want to
enjoy their slice here and now. Until you
arewillingto admit that, in thiscase, nei-
ther con nor conned is innocent, you
missthe point of God’ spurposeinallow-
ing such idiocy. People believe the spiel
they hear from these charlatans because
they want to believe it. They deserve to
be deceived.

Finally, however, there are those
True Believers who say “God told me”
and sincerely believeit. | even catch my-
self slipping into that vernacular at
times, but | do my best not to. It seasy to
do when you're trying to follow the
prompting of the Holy Spirit of Jesus
Christ within you. That doesn’t make it
right. It just explains why it is. That's
why I’'mwriting this article. Knowledge
of the information in it has helped me.
Maybe it will help afew of you aswell.

Don’t Blame Me.
It Wasn’t My Fault!

Asfar as| can determine, True Be-
lieversfind it easy to say “God told me”
for two basic reasons. First, we (here I'd
rather say “they” or “you” but can’t do so
inall honesty) aretrying to duck responsi-
bility for our own beliefs. In other words,
we need to do alittle more growing spiri-

tually. And second, we haven't fully
thought through therole of theHoly Spirit
of Christ that dwells within us.

We'll talk about both of thesein a
bit. Butfirst, if you fall into thislast cate-
gory as a True Believer, | trust you will
take heed to what you find written here.
As True Believers, we can't do much
about what others do except shun the
mental cases and religious charlatans
who spout pious-sounding religious
statements. We can, however, person-
aly refrain from attributing directly to
God things that come only indirectly
from Him—through our own personal
relationship with the Holy Spirit and
through our deeply held beliefs about
God. Let me explain what | mean.

“Prepare yourselves
well now for the out-
pouring of His Spirit,
and you can be
certain God will use
you later.”

One of our obligations as vessels of
the Spirit of Christ isto stringently avoid
misrepresenting the nature of the Holy
Spirit that dwellswithin. That Holy Spirit
of Christ would never sin. Consequently,
the primary way we represent that Spirit
isby avoiding even the appearance of evil
(1 Thess. 5:22). What maybe we haven't
thought about until now, however, isthe
fact that our obligation to the Holy Spirit
must aso include refraining from glibly
telling others “God told us’ things He
might well never have said even if He
should condescend to speak directly to
us—which He won't.

Now, let’ stalk about the two things
| mentioned above. Perhapsthe most im-
portant reason why we need to pull back
from saying “God told me” is because
weneedtoownuptoour beliefs. There's
nothing wrong with saying “1 believe” or
even “It seemsto me.” You can do that
even when you feel absolutely certain
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“So if you aren’t 100% absolutely positive God has spoken to you directly,
in an audible voice or otherwise, you really shouldn’t say He has.”

the Holy Spirit within you iscompelling
you to do something. After all, did the
Holy Spirit say anything to you audibly?
No? (Watch out for those who answer
that question with a quick “Yes.” You
may well bedealing with aserial killer or
amental caseif God doesn’t speak audi-
bly to anyone.) So, if God didn’t speak to
you audibly, maybe He wrote you a let-
ter? No? Then how do you know “God
told you” anything?

Let megiveyouapersonal example.
| spent the entire decade of the’ 70s get-
ting a“higher” education, eight of those
yearsdoing post-graduate work, first at a
seminary just outside Chicago, then at
the University of California, Berkeley. |
won't say | hated every minute of it, but
every other minute comes fairly close.

| probably wouldn’t have even fin-
ished college, much less gone to gradu-
ate school, had | not been convinced
beyond a shadow of doubt | had to do so
in order to be obedient to the call God
had on my life. | even planned to quit
several times and couldn’t go through
with it. | could have, back then, said
“God told me” to go to school. | didn't,
but only because | had no definite under-
standing of what my ministry would be
when | finished. So | just said, “| had to”
go to schooal.

Suddenly, in the early '80s, after |
had finished school and began to under-
stand what God had called me to do, |
found myself saying “God told me” and
“God said.” But | was forced to take a
good hard ook at that one day, and when
| did, | redlized | wastrying to offload re-
sponsibility for my actions (and my be-
liefs) by attributing everything to God.
“God told me” or “God said” was easier
to say than “I believe.” It's the old
“Don’t blame me if thisiswrong” syn-
drome. That's dangerous—especially
when the Oneyou' retrying to lay blame
on is God. It's even more dangerous
when the Oneyou are blaming holdsyou
responsible for your words and deeds
whether or not you want to be held re-
sponsible.

| advise you to own up to your be-
liefs. It doesn't hurt to say “I believe.”

I'vesaid it many timeswhen | firmly be-
lieved the Spirit was leading. Actualy,
you will find that when you confidently
say “| believe,” it makes you more of an
individual. Also, if you know what you
believe and why you believe it, there's
no reason not to step up to the plate with
confidence in even the most adverse cir-
cumstances. Asthe Apostle Peter said:

But even if you should suffer for the
sake of righteousness, {you are}
blessed. AND DO NOT FEARTHEIRINTIM-
IDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, but
sanctify ChristasLordin your hearts,
always {being} ready to make a de-
fenseto everyonewho asksyou to give
an account for thehopethatisin you,
yet with gentleness and reverence;
and keep a good conscience so that in
the thing in which you are slandered,
thosewho revileyour good behavior in
Christ may be put to shame.

(1 Peter 3:14-16)

“As True Believers, we
can stop sinning
anytime we want. The
Holy Spirit knows that.
Satan knowsit as
well.”

There's aso one other overriding
reason not to say “God told me.” God
doesn’t lie. Neither does He expect His
childrentolie. Soif you aren’t 100% ab-
solutely positive God has spoken to you
directly, in an audible voice or other-
wise, you really shouldn’t say He has.
But let’s go on to see why some of us
would tend to think God communicates
to usdirectly.

Nothing But Mystics All

Thoseof youwho are True Believers
are well aware the Holy Spirit resides
within you. | don't have to tell you that.
You aready know it. However, it may

never have occurred to you that your rela
tionship to the Holy Spirit is a mystica
union that you can’t fully explainto those
who havenever had the privilege of expe-
riencing it for themselves. Moreover, you
have probably never considered the fact
that there are a lot of people who go to
church every Sunday and claim to have
experienced the new birth you have expe-
rienced, yet they have no idea what it
means to have such a mystical relation-
ship with the Creator of the universe.

If you doubt that, you should keepin
mind thefact that, after the great revival-
ist Charles Finney was born again in
1821, the pastor and elders of his local
church were saved under his ministry.
(See” CharlesFinney: My Conversionto
Christ,” The Voice of Elijah, January
1992.) Did you catch that? | said “the
pastor and elders.” If you think things
aresomehow better today than they were
back then, you're sadly mistaken. They
areworse. There are millions of “Chris-
tians’ today, leaders and laymen alike,
whothink (or at least say) they have been
“saved,” yet they have had no personal
salvation experience with God at al.
They are some of the “Pretenders’ |
mention so often.

One of the most interesting aspects
of Finney’ s experienceisthefact that he
had been the choir leader in his church
for several years before he experienced
salvation. During that time, the pastor
and el derswho were subsequently saved
under his ministry had been trying to
“convert” him because his external be-
havior told themhewasn’t a“ Christian”!
There' salot of that going on today. Pre-
tendersdon’t know that they don’ t know.
And, for the most part, nobody can tell
them they don’t know because they
don’t want to know. They are perfectly
content to live alie.

For the benefit of all the Pretenders
who might chance to read this article, |
ask you True Believers this rhetorical
question: How do you know the Holy
Spirit dwells within you? You know it
because the Spirit has made Himself
known to you intimately in a couple of
ways. First of al, He is constantly con-
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victing you of sin (from within) just as
Jesus said He would convict everyone:

“But | tell you thetruth, it isto your ad-
vantagethat | go away; for if | do not go
away, the Hel per shall not cometo you;
but if I go, I will send Himto you. And
He, when He comes, will convict the
world concerning sin, and righteous-
ness, and judgment; concerning sin, be-
cause they do not believe in Me; and
concerning righteousness, becausel go
to the Father, and you no longer behold
Me; and concer ning judgment, because
the ruler of this world has been
judged.”

(John 16:7-11)

Now why do you suppose the Holy
Spirit would do such an obnoxious thing
to True Believers? Doesn't that qualify
as cruel and unusua punishment? With
thousands of “Christian” psychologists
out there doing their dead-level best to
help “Christians’ alleviate overwhelm-
ing feelingsof guilt, why would theHoly
Spirit minister to us by making us feel
even moreguilty for thesinswecommit?
Why? Because True Believers don’t
haveto sin.

Keeping the
Commandments

As True Believers, we can stop sin-
ning anytime we want. The Holy Spirit
knows that. Satan knows it as well. But
Satan doesn’'t want you to know it, be-
cause knowledge of, and belief in, that
onesimplefact holdstremendous power.
That's why he has made sure you have
plenty of Pretenders around you saying
thingslike, “ After al, God knows we're
only human.” That He does. Conse-
quently, He provided you the Holy Spirit
within you to remind you sinissin even
before you commit it—to ensure you
will “keep God' s commandments’:

“1f youlove Me, you will keep My com-
mandments. And | will ask the Father,
and He will give you another Helper,
that He may be with you forever; {that
is} the Spirit of truth, whom theworld
cannot receive, becauseit doesnot be-
hold Him or know Him, {but} you
know Him because He abides with

you, and will bein you. I will not leave
you asorphans; | will cometo you. Af-
ter a little while the world will behold
Meno more; but you {will} behold Me;
because | live, you shall live also. In
that day you shall know that | amin
My Father, and you in Me, and | in
you. He who has My commandments
and keeps them, he it iswho loves Mg,
and hewho lovesMe shall beloved by
My Father, and | will love him, and
will disclose Myself to him.”

(John 14:15-21)

Did you hear that? Not only did Je-
sus say exactly what I've already told
you about the Holy Spirit disclosing
Himself to you so that you know Heisin
there, He also said you would “keep His
commandments.” Twice. Now think
about that logically for a minute. He
wouldn’'t have said it even once if it
weren't possible. The great revivalist
CharlesFinney often said much thesame
thing regarding the King James Version
of the text he was fond of quoting:

Follow peacewith all {men}, and holi-
ness, without which no man shall see
the Lord.

(Hebrews 12:14 —KJV)

Unfortunately, | must tell you that
you aren’t going to “see the Lord” with-
out holiness. And you aren’t going to re-
main holy until you stop sinning. Satan
knowsthat. That'swhy Hewill fight the
ideatooth and nail. In his grand scheme,
the idea of “holiness’ is supposed to
leave abad tastein the Christian’ smouth
today. It's supposed to be just another
one of those hated four-letter words 1’ ve

“Pretendersdon’t
know that they don’t
know. And, for the
most part, nobody can
tell them they don’t
know because they
don’t want to know.
They are perfectly
contentto livealie.”

“Obedienceto the
prompting of the Holy
Sprit within you and
careful protection of
the holiness you
derive from contact
with that Spirit are
essential to your
eternal survival.”

talked about. (See “Oh, So Many
Four-Letter Words!” The Voice of Eli-
jah, July 1992.) Satan has worked hard
for nearly three centuries crafting that
mind-set in Pretenders. Nevertheless,
obedience to the prompting of the Holy
Sprit within you and careful protection
of the holiness you derive from contact
with that Spirit are essential to your eter-
nal survival.

It's been clear to the True Believer
from the outset that obeying and protect-
ing theHoly Spirit withininvolvesdoing
certain thingsand not doing others. But it
isn't immediately obvious to them that
when Jesus said “keep My command-
ments,” He was using a Hebrew idiom
He took right off the pages of the Old
Testament. Themeaning of thatidiomis,
like the Hebrew idiom “cut off from”
that | have explained in Not All Israel Is
Israel, tied up in a neat and tidy little
bundle that takes you right back to belief
in The Teaching of Moses. | explain how
that isin The Mystery of Scripture. For
now it is enough that you are aware
“keeping the commandments” of God is
easy. All it takes is faith—that is, belief
in The Teaching of Moses.

| have already explained thelink be-
tween belief and action in the other arti-
cle I've written for this issue of The
Voice of Elijah. (See “Watching Ducks
Sashaying 'Round the CornerStone” in
thisissue.) Atatimewhen* group-think”
holds the day, it is an often overlooked
fact that what you as an individual be-
lieve determines what you asan individ-
ual do. That's why it is so crucialy
important that True Believersknow, un-
derstand, and firmly believe The (re-
stored) Teaching in these Final Days.
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“Once The Teaching becomes a part of you—that is, once you firmly
believe it—you will act accordingly, as an individual led by
the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ.”

Once The Teaching becomes a part
of you—that is, once you firmly believe
it—you will act accordingly, as an indi-
vidual led by the Holy Spirit of Jesus
Christ. TheHoly Spirit knowsthat. Satan
knows it aswell. That’s why he intends
to, and eventualy will, throw every-
thing—including the kitchen sink—at
what we are accomplishing through The
Elijah Project and The Voice of Elijah.
How do | know that? Well, you remem-
ber what | said above about visions and
dreams?

The Elijah Project and The Voice of
Elijah both have their origin in one of
those “things.” | had one twenty-some-
odd years ago when God called me. The
meaning of that one was rather hard to
miss. God had something He wanted
done, and Hewasn't in any mood to dis-
cusswhether | waswillingtodoit. But |
had another one of those “things’ three
years|ater that has taken me over twenty
years to—as Paul and his group did
rather quickly—come to any definite
“conclusions.” Among other things, that
one warned of things | should expect
from Pretenders. So, just you wait.
You'll see. Pretenders can be vicious
when they feel their beloved traditions
arethreatened. They killed the Prophets.
They even crucified the Christ. And not
for nothing did Jesus say:

“And brother will deliver brother to
death, and a father {his} child; and
children will rise up against parents
and have them put to death. And you
will be hated by all on account of My
name, but the one who endures to the
end, he shall be saved.”

(Mark 13:12-13)

Not a pretty picture isit? But then,
nothing worth anything is ever free.
What was it Jesus said about seeking to
save your life and losing it, and losing
your lifeonly tofind it? There' sareally
neat principlein that one. | hopeyou dis-
cover it. [Editor: He's alluding to Matt.
16:24-27.] Even then, all this nastiness

doesn’t have to be. Most Pretenders try
to be accommodating to those who are
willing to compromise. Fortunately—or
unfortunately, depending on how you
look at it—I"m not willing. | trust you
aren’'t either. Compromise the Truth,
you fabricate alie.

It'sas Easy as
Falling Off a Log

So, to get back on track here, as a
True Believer you know that your rela-
tionship with God meansyou livewith a
constant internal urge to strive against
the sin in your life. However, you must
understand that the Pretenders in the
Church have never experienced that urge
in the way you have. Some of them are
devoutly moral people, but only because
their conscience was educated that way
through the discipline they received
from their parents. Others are nothing
but Pretenders—through and through.

“Thetrue power of the
Christian life
residesin faith—not
faith in the sense of
that you believe, but
faith in the sense of
what you believe.”

On the other hand, many of you
True Believers have struggled for years
trying to live holy lives by submitting to
the prompting of the divine presence
within you. | know, and you know as
well, that you have failed more often
than not, yet all the while wondering
what you were missing.

WEell, cheer up. Help is on the way.
The Teaching provides the wherewithal
you have been lacking. Y ou see, thetrue
power of the Christian life resides in
faith—not faith in the sense of that you

believe, but faithin the sense of what you
believe. [Editor: See* The Demons Also
Believe (Poor Devils!)” The Voice of
Elijah, October 1991.] Belief is an ex-
tremely powerful force, as Matthew re-
lates by passing along Jesus' Teaching:

Now in the morning, when He returned
tothe city, Hebecame hungry. And see-
ing alonefig tree by theroad, He came
to it, and found nothing on it except
leaves only; and He said to it, “ No lon-
ger shall there ever be {any} fruit from
you.” And at oncethefig tree withered.
And seeing {this}, the disciples mar-
veled, saying, “How did the fig tree
wither at once?” And Jesus answered
and saidtothem, “ Truly | saytoyou, if
you have faith, and do not doubt, you
shall not only do what was doneto the
fig tree, but even if you say to this
mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into
thesea,’ it shall happen. Andall things
you ask in prayer, believing, you shall
receive.”

(Matthew 21:18-22)

That seems rather simple, doesn’t
it? All you haveto doisask God, believe
that you'll receive what you ask for, and
you'll get it. There's afly in that oint-
ment, however, because the Apostle
Johntellsuswe can only ask and receive
if “we keep His commandments’:

Littlechildren, let usnot love with word
or with tongue, but in deed and truth.
Weshall knowby thisthat weareof the
truth, and shall assure our heart be-
fore Him, in whatever our heart con-
demnsus; for God is greater than our
heart, and knowsall things. Beloved, if
our heart does not condemn us, we
have confidence before God; and
whatever we ask wereceivefromHim,
because we keep His commandments
and do the things that are pleasing in
His sight. And this is His command-
ment, that we believe in the name of
His Son Jesus Christ, and love one
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“AsaTrue Believer, you must learn to distinguish between the feelings of
guilt you derive solely from your conscience and the feelings
of guilt inspired by the Holy Spirit if you are ever
to ‘walk’ in the full freedom of the Spirit.”

another, just asHecommanded us. And
the one who keeps His commandments
abidesin Him, and He in him. And we
know by thisthat He abidesin us, by the
Sirit whom He has given us.

(1 John 3:18-24)

Areyou confused yet? First he says
we can only ask and receiveif we “keep
His commandments and do the things
that are pleasing in His sight.” Then he
says “thisis His commandment, that we
believe in the name of His Son Jesus
Christ.” Finaly, however, he says, “we
know by thisthat Heabidesinus.” When
John saysthat, he' stalking about thefact
that his readers know the Holy Spirit
“abidesin” them becausethey are* keep-
ing God’'s commandments.” So we too
can know the Holy Spirit “abidesin us”
becausewe* keep Hiscommandments.”

Now we're down to the nuts and
bolts of Christian living. The Spirit of
Christ may be in you, but if you aren’t
living an overcoming Christian
life—"“keeping His command-
ments’—how can you be sure the Spirit
iseventhere?If you areaTrue Believer,
you know Heisthere because, to onede-
gree or the other, you are already “keep-
ing His commandments.” (See The
Mystery of Scripture for an explanation
of the meaning of the Hebrew idiom
“keep the commandments.”)

| tell you bluntly, however, if you
aren't living a completely overcoming
spiritual life, it's because you lack faith.
Again, | don’t mean faith in the sense of
that you believe, but faith in the sense of
what you believe. That's where The
Teaching comes in. The Apostle John
was writing to Christians who lived at a
time when The Apostolic Teaching was
widely known and believed. Many of
those Christians were living completely
victorious Christian livesjust as* many”
TrueBelieverswill again now at the End.
Pretendersin the Church will mock that
idea, assuming True Believers are just
like them—all pretense.

Don't be mided by the Pretenders.
Paul accurately described to Timothy the
Pretenders of our own time. There will
be amultitude of those who don’t under-
stand the Truth of The Teaching, but they
will nevertheless deny the power that in-
heresinit. | tell you, as Paul told Timo-
thy, “avoid such men asthese”:

Butrealizethis, thatinthelast daysdif-
ficult timeswill come. For men will be
lovers of self, lovers of money, boast-
ful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving,
irreconcilable, malicious gossips,
without self-control, brutal, haters of
good, treacherous, reckless, con-
ceited, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God; holding to a form of
godliness, although they have denied
its power; and avoid such men as
these. For among them are those who
enter into households and captivate
weak women weighed down with sins,
led on by various impulses, always
learning and never ableto cometothe
knowledge of the truth.

(2 Timothy 3:1-7)

You who are True Believers must
realize there are Pretenders al around
youinthe Churchwho aremerely “hold-
ing to aform of godliness.” They don't
have a clue as to what we're talking
about here. Consequently, they will
flatly deny the Truth of The Teaching
(the true “power” of godliness) because
they want to continue “walking” in “the
light” of their own understanding, “al-
ways learning and never able to cometo
the knowledge of the Truth.”

Believing an even more sinister de-
ception of Satan, these Pretenderswill ad-
amantly insist they are born again,
attributing thework of their conscienceto
theHoly Spirit. They can do so, however,
only because both the conscience and the
Holy Spirit produce feelings of guilt. The
onedoessodirectly, the Other indirectly.

Obedient to the Spirit

As aTrue Believer, you must learn
to distinguish between the feelings of
guilt you derive solely from your con-
science and the feelings of guilt inspired
by the Holy Spirit if you are ever to
“walk” in the full freedom of the Spirit.
Y our conscienceismerely educable, and
that according to the laws, customs, and
religious traditions of mankind. By con-
trast, the Holy Spirit is an educator.

The Pretenders who have had their
consciences educated according to all
the external do’s and don’ts of their par-
ticular religious tradition will insist you
must follow them in slavishly adhering
to the learned norms of their con-
sciences. For example, some will insist
you must attend church three times a
week to be a good “Christian,” while
others will condemn you for drinking
coffee. On the other hand, the demands
of those who have long since “ seared”
their conscience will go to even greater
extremes, as Paul warned Timothy:

But the Spirit explicitly says that in
later times some will fall away from
thefaith, paying attention to deceitful
spirits and doctrines of demons, by
means of the hypocrisy of liars seared
in their own conscience as with a
brandingiron, {men} whoforbid mar-
riage {and advocate} abstaining from
foods, which God has created to be
gratefully shared in by those who be-
lieve and know the truth. For every-
thing created by God is good, and
nothing is to be reected, if it is re-
ceived with gratitude; for it is sancti-
fied by means of the word of God and
prayer.

(1 Timothy 4:1-5)

In contrast to the conscience, which
isan innate part of the individual and is
educated from childhood according to
the various religious and/or cultural
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“If all you ever needed to gain a knowledge of the Truth was the Holy
Spirit within you, there would be no need for the revelation
God provided for usin the Scriptures.”

traditions of society, the Holy Spiritisa
Living Person. When He takes up resi-
dence within the True Believer at the
time of conversion, He is aready fully
cognizant of the laws, customs, and reli-
gious traditions of God. Since our con-
science is not so fully educated in
accordance with God's Truth, the Spirit
works diligently to re-educate our con-
science. One of the ways He does that is
by convicting us of sin.

Y et thereis still another, even more
powerful, way the Spirit accomplishes
the education of our conscience. In seek-
ing to replicate His knowledge of The
Teaching inthe Believer, the Holy Spirit
“guides’” himinto Truth:

“| have many mor e thingsto say to you,
but you cannot bear {them} now. But
when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He
will guideyou into all thetruth; for He
will not speak on His own initiative,
but whatever He hears, He will speak;
and He will disclose to you what isto
come. Heshall glorifyMe; for Heshall
take of Mine, and shall disclose{it} to
you. All things that the Father has are
Mine; therefore said, that He takes of
Mine, and will disclose{it} toyou. Alit-
tlewhile, and you will nolonger behold
Me; and again a little while, and you
will see Me”

(John 16:12-16)

That seems rather clear, doesn't it?
John says Jesus stated plainly:

“But when He, the Spirit of truth,
comes, He will guide you into all the
truth; for Hewill not speak on Hisown
initiative, but whatever He hears, He
will speak; and Hewill discloseto you
what isto come.”

(John 16:13)

That's the way the Holy Spirit
works within you. He doesn’t “ speak on
His Own initiative.” He waits until you
hear or read the Truth. Then Hewill con-
firm it for you, provided you are willing
to pay attention. That’s why Jesus could

say what He said about the True Believer
recognizing The Teaching when he hears
it:

But when it was now the midst of the
feast Jesuswent up into thetemple, and
{began to} teach. The Jews therefore
weremarveling, saying, “ How hasthis
man become learned, having never
been educated?” Jesus therefore an-
swered them, and said, “ My teaching
isnot Mine, but His who sent Me. If
any man iswilling to do His will, he
shall know of theteaching, whether it
is of God, or {whether} | speak from
Myself. He who speaks from himself
seeks his own glory; but He who is
seeking the glory of the One who sent
Him, Heistrue, and thereisno unrigh-
teousnessin Him.”

(John 7:14-18)

“If you havethe Holy
Spirit, you have an
internal witness that

testifiesto the Truth of

The Teaching ...
when you hear it.”

Now | know there’ sgoing to be that
zealous mystic out there with a wild
streak of some sort who will avidly seek
to refute what | just said. He may even
cite1 John 2:27, never considering for a
moment that John waswriting to Believ-
erswho he knew had already been fully
trained in The Teaching. [Editor: Seethe
letter quoted in “ L ettersto the Editor” in
thisissue (p. 4).]

But look at it logicaly. If all you
ever needed to gain a knowledge of the
Truth was the Holy Spirit within you,
therewould beno need for therevelation
God provided for us in the Scriptures.
And if our mystical union with the Spirit
of God was intended to provide each of
us our own private Teacher, why would
God haveinstituted the office of Teacher

in the Church? And what would any
Teacher of the Gospel have to teach ex-
cept the knowledge gained through his
own mystical experiences if he had not
himself been taught by someonewho un-
derstood the Truth? (See“Where Are Je-
sus' Disciples?” The Voice of Elijah,
April 1991.)

You see, your faith (belief) is (and
aways has been) tied inextricably to
what you hear, not what you think. But
don’t take my word for it, the Apostle
Paul said it much better than | could ever
hope to:

For the Scripture says, “ WHOEVER BE-
LIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAP-
POINTED.” For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; for the same
{Lord} is Lord of all, abounding in
riches for all who call upon Him; for
“WHOEVER WILL CALL UPON THE NAME
OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” How
then shall they call upon Him in
whom they have not believed? And
how shall they believe in Him whom
they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without a preacher? And
how shall they preach unlessthey are
sent? Just asit iswritten, “ HOW BEAU-
TIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO
BRING GLAD TIDINGSOF GOOD THINGS!”

However, they did not all heed theglad
tidings; for Isaiah says, “ LORD, WHO
HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” So faith
{comes} fromhearing, and hearing by
the word of Christ.

(Romans 10:11-17)

Did you notice what he said about
faith? “Faith comes from hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ.” So your
understanding of God's Truth has to
comefrom some external source, as Paull
puts it, “from hearing”—specifically,
from hearing the preaching of the Word
of God by those who have been “sent.” It
cannot be solely the product of themach-
inations of your mind. Unless, of course,
you somehow assumethat having started
across theriver on one horse—the horse
of “hearing”—we are all expected to get
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off that horse in midstream and go the
rest of the way on foot, interpreting the
Scriptures for ourselves. (See “Did You
Mean That Literally?’ TheVoiceof Eli-
jah, January 1993.)

So how doestheHoly Spirit educate
our conscience if we must rely on exter-
nal sources for our understanding of the
Truth? Jesus provided the answer in an-
other context when He indicated to His
disciplesthat theHoly Spirit would teach
them using the things they had already
heard from Him—the things He had
taught them previously:

“These things | have spoken to you,
whileabiding with you. But the Hel per,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remem-
branceall that | said to you.”

(John 14:25-26)

Jesus says much the same thing
again later on, but to fully understand
what He was saying on that occasion,
you haveto keep in mind thefact that He
istheLiving Word of God (John 1:1). In
some intricately mystical “Way” that |
don’t pretend to fully understand, Jesus
Christ is, in Himself, the totality of The
Teaching. (See “Watching Ducks Sa-
shaying ' Round the CornerStone” inthis
issue.) If you keep that in mind as you
read the following passage, you can see
clearly how the function of the Holy
Spiritisto“bear witnessof”—to confirm
for us—The Teaching when we hear it:

“When the Helper comes, whom | will
send to you from the Father, {that is}
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from
theFather, Hewill bear witnessof Me,
and you {will} bear witness also, be-
cause you have been with Me fromthe
beginning.”

(John 15:26-27)

Therefore, the primary responsibil-
ity of True Believerswho have the Holy
Spirit within them is to listen and to
learn—to allow their faith (belief) to be
built by “hearing” the Truth. Their
faith—that is, their understanding of,
and belief in, the Truth of The
Teaching—will come both from hearing
things spoken verbally and from “hear-

ing” things written. Every time Truth is
heard, the True Believer who is avidly
seeking Truthwill haveamost intriguing
mystical experience. There will be are-
joicing in what Paul calls “the inner
man,” and an intense yearning to know
even more, which can sometimes cause
the “outer man” to become impatient.

“Therefore, the
primary responsibility
of True Believerswho

have the Holy Spirit
within themisto listen
andto learn.”

The Holy Spirit within the True Be-
liever will dwaystestify that Truthistrue.
That's how | know there will be “many”
of youwho cometo know and understand
the Truth of The Teaching in these Last
Days. Eventually, through the Spirit's
confirmation of the Truth you hear, you
will gain the faith (belief) you need to
overcome. You don't believe me? Per-
haps you will believe the Apostle John.
He said it first. I'm just repeating it be-
cause I've found it to be true in my own
life:

By this we know that we love the chil-
dren of God, when welove God and ob-
serve His commandments. For this is
the love of God, that we keep His com-
mandments; and His commandments
are not burdensome. For whatever is
born of God overcomes the world; and
thisisthevictory that has overcomethe
world—our faith. And who is the one
who overcomes the world, but he who
believes that Jesusisthe Son of God?
Thisis the one who came by water and
blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water
only, but with the water and with the
blood. And it is the Spirit who bears
witness, becausethe Spirit isthetruth.
For there are three that bear witness,
the Spirit and the water and the blood;
and the three are in agreement. If we
recelve thewitness of men, thewitness
of God is greater; for the witness of
God isthis, that He has borne witness
concerning His Son. The one who be-
lievesin the Son of God hasthewitness

in himself; theonewho doesnot believe
God has made Him a liar, because he
has not believed in the witness that God
has borne concerning His Son. And the
witness is this, that God has given us
eternal life, and thislifeisin His Son.
Hewho hasthe Son hasthelife; hewho
does not have the Son of God does not
have thelife.

(1 John 5:2-12)

Didyou get all that? L et me summa-
rize. If you have the Holy Spirit, you
have an internal witness that testifies to
the Truth of The Teaching—that is, Jesus
Christ, Who is the Living Word of
God—when you hear it. If you havefaith
in the Truth of The Teaching that you
hear—that is, if you believeit—you will
eventually attain an understanding of
enough Truth to enable you to easily
overcome the world.

So what' s the point? Just this. Most
of the Truth True Believers have today
has come to them by reading for them-
selves what the Apostles wrote concern-
ing The Teaching intheapostolicwritings
of the New Testament. In many cases,
however, True Believershave, sincetheir
conversion, been mided by hearing false
teaching that distorts the meaning of the
things they first “heard” from the Apos-
tles. Consequently, the faith (belief) of
most True Believers has failed to grow
into a completely overcoming faith (be-
lief).

For some of you who have been
reading along with us for a while, the
days of living distressed by the sin in
your life are aready rapidly becoming a
fading memory. How do | know? Oh, |
hear reports. | read the letters you write
to The Voice of Elijah. | also know, asl
have for some years, that even greater
things are going to happen among you in
the future as you begin to consistently
triumph over thesinin your life. | know
these things because of a dream | had
elevenyearsago, adream | am confident
God gave me to encourage me to con-
tinuefollowingthecallingHehad placed
on my life some fifteen years earlier.

At the time | (under pressure from
Satan) was desperately questioning how
| could continue following God's call-
ing. Asl understood it, the basic purpose
of that experience was to teach me how
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“We arein the process of laying down a solid (written) surface for those
who will come along behind us nearer the End.”

to recognize when Satan was standing
firmly against me. However, it also pro-
vided the means for me to overcome
such difficulties. Afterwards, | found |
could simply ignore Satan’s idiocy by
focusing on you, the True Believers to
whom | have been sent. So I’ve known
for years you were out there, waiting,
holding to the commitment you made to
the Lord. | also know you're not alone.
There are, as Daniel said, “many” just
likeyou. You'll see.

| tell youthat partly because some of
you aretending to get impatient, wanting
to hear moreof TheTeaching right away.
Domeafavor. First, wait another eleven
years before you start trying to push
things along any faster than they are go-
ing right now. Then consider the possi-
bility that maybe God would have us al
wait another elevenyearsafter that. Yet |
say that knowing exactly how you fedl. |
would have dearly loved to have under-
stood The Teaching completely when |
got my first glimpse of it in 1974.

| still don’t fully understand the
minutedetailsof the Old Testament Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, but God has Histim-
ing. We'll all get there eventually.
However, you should understand we are
in the process of laying down a solid
(written) surface for those who will
come along behind us nearer the End.
They won't walk then, as you are now.
And they won’t have to stumble around,
wondering what to believe, as you are
now either. They will run. We are, after
all, speaking parabolically about the
construction of The Way whereby the
Redeemed will return to the Lord. [Edi-
tor: He's aluding to Isaiah’s parabolic
discussion of the rebuilding of The Way
inls. 40, esp. vv. 27-31.]

Eventually, you True Believers are
going to have even greater opportunity
to experience the Spirit within you testi-
fying concerning the veracity of the par-
abolic and idiomatic statements made
throughout the New Testament. Y ou are
going to havethat sameexperiencewhile
reading statements made by many of the
Early Church Fathers. Y ou will eventu-
ally beableto read all those writingsand

easily comprehend what you find written
there on the basis of your understanding
of the Old Testament Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Does that seem far-fetched? Just
wait. You'll see.

The beauty and simplicity of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ that has, until
now, been hidden in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures will amaze you. Y ou will often be
astonished by the specificity of the state-
ments made and the overall coherence of
the prophecies found there.

However, if youareaTrueBeliever,
| warn you to begin preparing yourself
now by “walking” accordingtotheTruth
theHoly Spirit hasalready confirmed for
you. | exhort you to do those things you
aready know to beright. Strivetolivea
holy life, and alow the Holy Spirit even
more opportunity to educate your con-
science in accordance with the freedom
of God’ sSpirit by avidly seekinganeven
greater understanding of the Truth.

“The things we know
about God can only be
learned by hearing—
by listening to an
external source who
understands the Truth
and can explain it
for us.”

Remember, your primary obligation
isto “wak” in holiness and righteous-
ness—according to God’'s Truth. Or
haven't you read what Paul wrote to the
Romans:

Do you not know that when you present
yourselves to someone {as} slaves for
obedience, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin resulting
in death, or of obedience resulting in
righteousness? But thanks be to God
that though you were slaves of sin,
you becameaobedient fromtheheart to
that form of teaching to which you
were committed, and having been

freed from sin, you became saves of
righteousness. | am speaking in hu-
man terms because of the weakness of
your flesh. For just as you presented
your members {as} slaves to impurity
and to lawlessness, resulting in {fur-
ther} lawl essness, so now present your
members{as} slavesto righteousness,
resulting in sanctification. For when
you were slaves of sin, you werefreein
regard to righteousness. Therefore
what benefit were you then deriving
from the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the outcome of those
things is death. But now having been
freed from sin and enslaved to God,
you derive your benefit, resulting in
sanctification, and the outcome, eter-
nal life. For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God iseternal lifein
Christ Jesus our Lord.

(Romans 6:16-23)

Beware of alowing Pretenders to
enticeyou into participating in their pre-
tense. They don’t havethe samerelation-
ship to Jesus Christ that you have. All
they have is a religion. Consequently,
their relationship to God is all pretense.
That's why | call them “Pretenders.”
They experience a “relationship” with
God only collectively through their asso-
ciation with whatever group they meet
with on Saturday or Sunday. Moreover,
their religion is something they talk
about among themselves and demon-
strate only outwardly. It’ snot something
they experienceindividually through the
internal working of the Holy Spirit.

As far as the Pretenders are con-
cerned, it’' sthat same old Pharisaic issue
of cleaning up the outside of the cup
when the inside is where al the dirt is.
[Editor: He's dluding to Jesus state-
ments to the Pharisees in Luke
11:37-41.] Asfar asthey are concerned,
it is enough just to say they know what
they should do. It doesn’'t matter that
what they should do never isaredlity in
their own life or in the lives of the other
Pretenders with whom they associate.
Their verbal expression of what should
bein their life soothes their conscience.
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“The more we know about God, the more things around us, including the
mystical experiences we have, will only provide confirmation asto the
validity of our understanding of the Truth of God’s Word.”

Summary

I’vesaidall theabovejust to say that
the activity of the Holy Spirit within has
led more than one True Believer to con-
clude that “God told them” this or that.
DidHe?Weéll, ... notreally. Asl’vesaid,
the things we know about God can only
be learned by hearing—»by listening to
an external source who understands the
Truth and can explainit for us. Remem-
ber?| also mentioned that in another arti-
cle. (See “Nobody in Their Right Mind
Would Even Want to Be Napoleon!”
The Voice of Elijah, October 1992.)

Thesourceof all (did you get that?1
said “all”) knowledge about God must
ultimately be based on an accurate un-
derstanding (did you get that as well? |
said “accurate understanding”) of the
revelation of God contained in Scripture.
Anything else we know about God can
do little more than provide confirmation
of the message we find written there.
That's why The Teaching is so impor-
tant. The more we know about God, the
more things around us, including the
mystical experiences we have, will only
provide confirmation asto thevalidity of
our understanding of the Truth of God’s
Word. They will certainly not be the pri-
mary basisfor some“mystical” relation-
ship we have with God.

All that being the case, you can see
that we must allow every mystical expe-
rience to pass under the scrutiny of the
light of the true meaning of the Scrip-
tures. If an experienceistheresult of our
relationship to the Holy Spirit within, it
will confirm our knowledge of the Truth.
If it does not confirm the Truth of The
Teaching we aready understand, we
must reject it. That’ swhat Johnistalking
about when he says this:

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are
from God; because many false proph-
etshavegoneoutintotheworld. Bythis
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit
that confesses that Jesus Christ has
comeinthefleshisfromGod; and every

spirit that does not confess Jesusis not
from God; and thisisthe {spirit} of the
antichrist, of which you have heard that
itiscoming, and nowitisalreadyinthe
world. You are from God, little chil-
dren, and have overcome them; be-
cause greater isHewhoisin you than
hewho isin theworld. They are from
the world; therefore they speak {as}
fromtheworld, andtheworldlistensto
them. Wearefrom God; hewhoknows
God listens to us; he who is not from
God does not listen to us. By this we
knowthespirit of truth and the spirit of
error.

(1 John 4:1-6)

Asyou may have aready guessed, |
like the Apostle John. He doesn’t mince
words. Either you “walk” the “walk,” or
you're just so much hot air and some-
body to be avoided. But | also like what
he has written because, particularly in
hisepistles, hetalksalot about theinter-
connection between perfect obedienceto
the prompting of the Holy Spirit within
and the importance of a comprehensive
knowledge of The Teaching. | especially
like his blunt statement concerning the
need to adhereto the Truth of The Teach-
ing and vehemently reject anything less:

And thisislove, that we walk accord-
ing to His commandments. Thisisthe
commandment, just as you have
heard from the beginning, that you
should walk in it. For many deceivers
have gone out into the world, those
who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ

“The beauty and
simplicity of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ
that has, until now,
been hidden in the
Hebrew Scriptures will
amaze you.”

{as} coming intheflesh. Thisisthede-
ceiver and the antichrist. Watch
yourselves, that you might not lose
what we have accomplished, but that
you may receivea full reward. Anyone
who goestoo far and doesnot abidein
the teaching of Christ, does not have
God; theonewho abidesin theteach-
ing, he has both the Father and the
Son. If anyone comesto you and does
not bring thisteaching, do not receive
himinto{your} house, and do not give
him a greeting; for the one who gives
him a greeting participates in his evil
deeds.

(2 John 1:6-11)

The Church has come a long way
down sincethen, hasn’tit?Who isgoing
to come along today and, as John says,
“bring this teaching”? | can amost hear
the skeptics saying, “Get rea!” They
haveapoint. There arefalseteachersev-
erywherewhothink nothing at all of “go-
ingtoofar,” spouting thingsthat cometo
them while they are in the middle of a
sermon—plucking them, asit were, “out
of thin air.” Yet | have complete confi-
dence in those of you who are True Be-
lievers, that you will again “abidein The
Teaching.” | know therefore that you
will overcome because faith (belief in
The Teaching) makesit al possible. As
the Apostle John put it:

We know that no one who is born of
God sins; but He who was born of God
keeps him and the evil one does not
touch him. We know that we are of
God, and the whole world liesin {the
power of} the evil one. And we know
that the Son of God hascome, and has
given us understanding, in order that
we might know Him who istrue, and
wearein Himwhoistrue, in His Son
Jesus Christ. Thisisthetrue God and
eternal life. Little children, guard
yourselves fromidols.

(1 John 5:18-21)

John meant exactly what he said. It
isnot only possible for you to overcome
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“Those who ‘go too
far’ and deny the
Truth of The
Teaching also ‘deny
our only Master and
Lord, Jesus Christ.””

the world, it is expected that you
will—although the Pretenders in the
Church have been insisting for centuries
that it justisn’t so. Don’t be misled. The
key phrase in al the quotations | have
givenyou fromtheApostle Johnisthis:

We know that the Son of God has
come, and has given us understand-
ing, in order that we might know Him
whoistrue.

(1 John 5:20b)

Y ou will eventually find what | have
told you to betrue in your own lifeif you
believe what you find through the minis-
try of The Voice of Elijah. When you fi-
nally have full and complete
understanding of The Teaching, over-
coming the world will be a cinch. The
main problemyou will facethenishow to
deal with all the Pretenders who want to
continueintheir pretense. They will try to
blendinwithyouwhiledesperately cling-
ing to their vile stubbornness during the
visibledemonstration of God' sholy pres-
ence as He works among you. The Apos-
tle Paul described them as:

the fal se brethren who had sneaked in
to spy out our liberty which we havein
Christ Jesus, in order to bring usinto
bondage.

(Galatians 2:4b)

Don't doubt it for a moment. Pre-
tenders will definitely try to drag you
back into the bondage they endure. How-
ever, Jude also mentions such individu-
als, telling us we should “contend
earnestly for the faith” against them be-
cause they “deny our only Master and
Lord, Jesus Christ”:

Beloved, while | was making every ef-
fort to write you about our common sal-
vation, | felt the necessity to write to

you appealing that you contend ear-
nestly for the faith which was once for
all delivered to the saints. For certain
persons have crept in unnoticed, those
who werelong beforehand marked out
for this condemnation, ungodly per-
sons who turn the grace of our God
into licentiousness and deny our only
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

(Jude 1:34)

Jude’'s statements are fairly clear.
What he doesn’t tell you, however, isthe
fact that Jesus Christ is The Teach-
ing—the Living Word of God. There-
fore, thosewho“gotoofar” and deny the
Truth of The Teaching also “deny our
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” In
God’ssight, that isno small matter. Jude
knew that. That's why he said what he
did. Later on, he uses some of the para-

“Itisnot only possible
for you to overcome
theworld, itis
expected that
you will.”

bolicimagery explainedin The Teaching
to describe the people who “revile the
things which they do not understand.”
Heisagain talking about peoplewho re-
jected The Apostolic Teaching the
Church had been given:

But these men revile the things which
they do not understand; and the
things which they know by instinct,
like unreasoning animals, by these
things they are destroyed. Woe to
them! For they have gone the way of
Cain, and for pay they have rushed
headlongintotheerror of Balaam, and
perished in the rebellion of Korah.
These men are those who are hidden
reefs in your love feasts when they
feast with you without fear, caring for
themselves; cloudswithout water, car-
ried along by winds, autumn trees
without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted;
wild waves of the sea, casting up their
own shame like foam; wandering
stars, for whomthe black darkness has
been reserved forever.

(Jude 1:10-13)

It seems to me Jude doesn’t have a
very high opinion of Pretenders. Maybe
you should be abit leery of them aswell.
Finally, however, Jude exhorts his read-
ersto overcome in spite of the presence
of Pretenders among them:

Thesearegrumblers, finding fault, fol-
lowing after their {own} lusts, they
speak arrogantly, flattering people for
the sake of {gaining an} advantage.
But you, beloved, ought to remember
the words that were spoken before-
hand by theapostlesof our Lord Jesus
Christ, that they were saying to you,
“In the last time there shall be mock-
ers, following after their own ungodly
lusts.” These are the ones who cause
divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of
the Spirit. But you, beloved, building
yourselves up on your most holy faith;
praying in the Holy Spirit; keep your-
selvesin the love of God, waiting anx-
iously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ to eternal life. And have mercy
on some, who are doubting; save oth-
ers, snatching themout of thefire; and
on some have mercy with fear, hating
even the garment polluted by the flesh.
Now to Him who is able to keep you
from stumbling, and to make you
stand in the presence of His glory
blameless with great joy, to the only
God our Savior, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, {be} glory, majesty, domin-
ion and authority, before all time and
now and forever. Amen.

(Jude 1:16-25)

| encourage those of you who have
come to believe in the Truth of The
Teaching you have found through the
ministry of The Voice of Elijah. Stand
firminyour belief inthat Truth, knowing
that many will contradict it, seeking only

“When you finally
have full and
complete
understanding of
The Teaching,
overcoming the world
will be a cinch.”
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to “cause divisions” among you. It will
become increasingly clear to you over
time that, in the manifold wisdom of
God, Jesus Chrigt, the Living Word of
God, is(mystically, | might add) seeking
to replicate Himself in you. He can only
do that in those who are willing to listen
andtolearn. Pretendersarenot willingto
do that.

As The Teaching, Jesus Chrigt “is
able to keep you from stumbling” just as
Judesaid. Therefore, | exhort you with the
wordsthe Apostle Paul wroteto the Ephe-
dans concerning the dynamic intercon-
nection between the Truth found in The
Teaching, thefaith (belief) of the True Be-
liever, and the resulting righteousness that
will achieve your salvation through the
sole agency of the Word of God:

Finally, bestrongintheLord,andinthe
strength of His might. Put on the full
armor of God, that you may be able to
stand firm against the schemes of the
devil. For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the powers, against the world
forcesof thisdarkness, against the spir-
itual {forces} of wickednessin thehheav-
enly {places}. Therefore, take up the
full armor of God, that you may beable
to resist in the evil day, and having
done everything, to stand firm. Stand
firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR
LOINSWITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON
THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE
PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE;
inadditiontoall, taking up the shield of

faith with which you will be able to ex-
tinguish all the flaming missiles of the
evil {one}. And take THE HELMET OF SAL-
VATION, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. With all
prayer and petition pray at all timesin
the Spirit, and with thisin view, be on
thealert with all perseverance and peti-
tion for all the saints, and {pray} on my
behalf, that utterance may be given to
mein the opening of my mouth, to make
known with boldness the mystery of the
gospel.

(Ephesians 6:10-19)

So what “armor” do you think Paul
had in mind? You got it. He's talking
about The Teaching—"“the strength of
Hismight.” m

the Lord that he had.

A. B. Simpson was a man who took hisreli-
gious beliefs seriously. His personal diary re-
veas he lived hislife in constant preparation to
meet the One he knew and loved. At the age
of eighty he was still seeking a closer walk
with the Lord. But he was never one to argue
about religion and dispute what others be-
lieved. He apparently felt Christian life was
better spent worshipping and fellowshipping
with other Believers who had the same love for

Life was much simpler in Simpson’s day,

Here Are a Couple of (Actually
Three) Good Rules to Live By:

1. Never Argue About Religion or Politics.
2. Always Be Prepared to Die and Pay Taxes.
3. Don’t Traffic With People Who Break These Rules.

A B, SIMPSON
PENTECOSTAL

AND THE

but some things never change. Soif you're
looking for an exampleto follow in these Last
Days, you couldn’t do much better than A. B.
Simpson. He was awell-known Christian
leader around the turn of last century—when
God' s Spirit was working phenomenal won-
ders among Believers throughout the world.
Never a Pentecostal himself, Simpson walked
the high road at atime when Satan’ s agents
were working night and day—both sides
against the middle—to introduce controversy
that would stop (or at least low down) the
mighty outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit.
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The Voice of Elijah publishes articles based
on the findings of The Elijah Project, a private
research group headed by Larry D. Harper. In
this column we seek answers to general-interest
questions concerning the findings, purpose, and
philosophy of this project.

Editor: A year ago | asked you about theissue of this
ministry being called a*“ cult” becauseit offersviews,
specifically eschatological views, that differ so radi-
cally from mainstream Christianity. [Editor: See
“Questions & Answers,” The Voice of Elijah, April
1992.] At that time you said many would probably
hold that view of us, but you also derided such a view
by statingthat, for aculttoexist, it hadtoholdregular
meetings somewhere so its members could have per-
sonal interaction with, and | assume come under the
control of, acultleader. You havealso said at various
times that you have no intention of ever providing
such circumstances. I n light of the recent cult fiasco
involving the Seventh Day Adventist offshoot near
Waco, the Branch Davidians, do you have anything
more to say on the issue of cults?

Elijah: | would earnestly warnall your readersto avoid
the danger of |etting someone else do their thinking for
them. For whatever their initial motives, all cult mem-
bers somehow fall into that trap. If | wereto hazard a
guess as to why, | suspect they do it for the same rea-
sons people cling tenaciously to some religious tradi-
tion: They want to avoid responsibility for what they
believe. It seasier to ask someonewhat you should be-
lieveand rest easy in knowing that, if they happento be
wrong, it's not your fault. That’s aneat little rational -
ization we all use to mentally sidestep responsibility
for our own beliefs.

Cult membersaren’t the only oneswho succumb to
that tendency, however. The Pretenders in the Church

are doing the same thing, although they normally have
no major anti-social behavior associated with their deft
relinquishing of responsibility for what they believe.
I’m sure more than a few have read an issue of this
newsletter and immediately run off to their pastor so he
or she could tell them whether or not to believe what
they had read. That' s exactly the same thing cult mem-
bers do. As the parabolic imagery of the Scriptures so
aptly characterizes them, they al blindly follow this
he-goat or that like so many lost sheep. [Editor: He sal-
luding to Zechariah 10:3.] The problem is not in their
following aleader, however, because God obvioudly in-
stituted specific officesin the Church for the purpose of
providing leadership. The problem comeswhen people
blindly follow a leader. They don’t really know what
they believe because they are afraid to do their own
thinking. Consequently, they are trying to ride double
on a horse that can carry only one.

Editor: What do you mean?

Elijah: God looks at the individual. He only second-
arily looks at the group. People would rather forget
that. Traditionalists and cult membersalike think they
can somehow ride piggy-back on the beliefs of the
group they have joined and God will let them into
Heaven just because they associated with the right
group of people. I've told you repeatedly: “ Assump-
tionswill kill you,” and that oneisdeadly. The Apostle
Paul stated, in no ambiguousterms, that God will judge
the individual, not the group, according to deeds done
in theflesh. [Editor: He' salluding to Romans 1:18 ff.,
esp. 2:5-6.]

One of the articles|’m writing for thisissue of the
newsletter argues that the source of your every action
stems either directly or indirectly from some personal
belief you hold. [Editor: See “Watching Ducks Sa-
shaying 'Round The CornerStone” in thisissue.] That
being the case, you can seethat Paul isessentially stat-
ing you are going to be judged individually according
to whether or not you havelived according to the Truth
you had available. Several timesin that same passage
he mentions the Wrath of God that will be revealed at
the Judgment. Y et people completely ignore al that
and go their merry way, thinking somebody else' s be-
liefswill sufficefor them. That’ saliethat originated in
the pits of hell. But it accomplishes what Satan wants,




April 1993

19

and it allows those who believe it to hide from the
Truth so they can go on doing whatever they want.

Editor: Soyou’'resaying thereisreally no difference
between cult members and the Pretenders in the
Church?

Elijah: Yesand no. ThePretender and the cult member
arebothtryingto avoid responsibility for what they be-
lieve by identifying themselves with the beliefs of the
larger group. Both are looking to some acknowledged
religious leader, or leaders, to articulate their beliefs
for them. But the Pretenders in the Church are able to
do that without mentally relinquishing their individual
identity apart from the group. That differs from cult
members who, for whatever reason, have identified
themselves so closely with the belief s of the group that
they cannot bring themselves to stand alone, apart
fromthegroup. Both arethe samein the sensethat they
arejust ordinary peopletrying to hidefrom God. How-
ever, the corporate solidarity of a cult is a whole lot
more dangerous than the cohesiveness of the average
congregation in the organized Church because a cult
leader seeksto obliteratethe personal identity of thein-
dividua by making the solidarity of the group more
important than the identity of the individual. Beyond
that, as| understand the commonly accepted definition
of acult, a cult leader either consciously or subcon-
sciously uses mind control technigques together with
peer pressure to control his followers. That also con-
trasts with the Pretenders in the Church. They depend
on peer pressure alone to maintain the cohesion of the

group.

Editor: You lump cult membersand Pretendersin the
Church together with an obvious disdain for them
both. Why isthat?

Elijah: Because they are both willing pawns of Satan.
Because Satan intends to use them both, working both
ends against the middle, in an attempt to keep people
from giving the Truth a fair hearing. | have little re-
spect for anyone who has sold out body and soul to Sa-
tan to the point where they have no interest in seeking
knowledge of the Truth. But you must also understand
I’veknown for sometimethat Satan hasbeen working
feverishly behind the scenes, intent on using cult fias-
cos like the Jonestown Massacre, and now the Waco
event, to subvert God’ sfinal work among True Believ-
ers. Heis, even now, trying to create in Christians an
amost paranoid aversion to any teaching that is not
“mainstream” in one way or the other. | know | men-
tioned that in an articlefor the newsletter |ast year, and
I think | mentioned it specifically in one issue of The
Update. [Editor: See “Nobody in Their Right Mind

Would Even Want to Be Napoleon!” The Voiceof Eli-
jah, October 1992. Monthly Contributors seeaso The
Voice of Elijah Update, September 1992.]

| suspect Satan now intends to deepen that aver-
sion through a rapid-fire succession of cultic debacles
in various cults he has been preparing. So thisis as
good atime as any to go on public record stating you
can expect cults and cult teachings to be ahot topicin
themediafor sometimeto come. It'sall part of Satan’s
overal strategy. In fact, anything religious that grabs
the headlines in years to come is most likely going to
be the result of Satan working to shape public opinion
inoneway or another. Nothing he doesnow would sur-
prise me. Hisinsanity isgrowing because he knows he
has alimited time left on the spiritual side before he's
forced to cross over to our side. [Editor: He' salluding
to Revelation 8:10-11 and 12:7-9.]

But there’ sanother perspectiveto all thisthat con-
tributes to my disdain for Satan’s pawns. The
Church—whether Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox,
or any one of hundreds of Protestant denomina-
tions—isnot our Church, asmuch aswewould liketo
think so, and as cult leaders and Pretenders seem to
think. It is God’s Church. | have no intention of ever
gathering a group of Believers together to start a cult
that, by its very nature, would be just one more segre-
gated part of God’ sChurch. God did not call meto start
some new group. He did call meto finish the work He
started with the old one. When I've finished that
Church, “finished” in the sense of putting the final
touches on True Believers in preparation for the Re-
turn of Jesus Christ, I'll be gone. And you won't be
able to find any “Harperites’ hanging around after-
ward.

| don’t care what denomination your readers come
from or belong to. If they have the Spirit of the Living
God within them, | have something they need to hear.
After they haveheardit, they can dowithit asthey will.
But if they believe it, they had best understand God
holds them responsible for how they behave toward
the other members of the local church they attend.
They should not do anything that would bring disre-
pute on what | teach. | have no interest in creating con-
troversy in any Christian group. If controversy arises,
it will come from those who prove themselves to be
Pretenders by the antagonistic attitude they expressto-
ward others—whether Believers or unbelievers. The
last thing any True Believer will do is argue over the
thingsthey learn from me. That hasnovalueat all. The
Apostle Paul admonished Timothy and Titus several
timesnot to engagein that type of activity. [Editor: See
1 Timothy 1.6; 4:7; 6:3-5, 20; 2 Timothy 2:14-18,
23-26; Titus3:9-11.] The TrueBeliever will take heed
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to Paul’ sadmonition and rest content in theknowledge
that the Truth will speak for itself to anyone who has
earsto hear. If a person has no interest in hearing the
things | teach, the True Believer will leave them alone
and find someone who does. Pretenders love to argue
because they want to show other swhat they know. God
has no overriding interest in what you know. His basic
concernis, and alwayshasbeen, what you do with what
you know. If you believe the Truth and live in accor-
dancewith it, well and good. If you don't live accord-
ing to what you say you believe, you don't redly
believe; you'rejust living alie.

Editor: You've just mentioned an issue that's re-
cently arisen among readers of The Voice of Elijah
who are interested in meeting with, or at least com-
municating with, other readers of the newsletter.
Whatisyour reaction tothat? Theissue, asl| seeit, re-
lates to the possibility of people who are reading the
newsletter and believing what they have read found-
ing new churches, or at least starting new fellowship
groups.

Elijah: 1t's normal for people to prefer to associate
with people who think asthey do and have the same or
at least a similar value system. | see nothing wrong
with that. Aslong asthose people don’t try to involve
me personally, | have no reason to feel oneway or the
other about what they do. Itis, asthey say, afree coun-
try. In the past three years |’ ve come to accept the fact
that God isgoing to usewhat | teach for His Own ends,
and Heisnot going toinform meof what thoseendsare
beforethefact. There are avariety of reasonswhy that
is, but as | understand it, a primary reason is that, if |
knew all that God has planned, Satan would know as
well, and hewould try to circumvent it. God hasnoin-
tention of allowing True Believersto undergo any un-
necessary difficulty that might result from Satan’s
insanity. Consequently, | actually know but little asto
the nature of my ministry.

To use a Hebrew idiom and its parabolic image,
however, | can tell you I’'m not going to “build the
house.” God isgoing to use others to accomplish that.
It's taken me awhile to grasp the magnitude of the
work God has in mind, but I've come to understand
over the past few yearsthat alot of other people are go-
ing to be involved in that building process. I've aso
come to accept the fact that I’ m not the one ultimately
responsiblefor controlling the building activities. God
is. I’'m not the architect of the “house.” [Editor: HE's
aluding to Hebrews 11:10.] I'm just delivering blue-
printstotheworkersonthejobsite. | can’'t claim, asthe
Apostle Paul did, that I'm laying any part of the foun-
dation as the “wise master builder.” 1I'm just crafting

new tools others can useto finish “building.” But | ad-
monish anyone who seeksto “build” using the tools |
provide that “ each man be careful how he builds.”

[Editor: He' salluding to Paul’ scommentsin 1 Co-
rinthians 3:10 ff. and the Hebrew idiom “build a
house” with its attendant imagery. He plansto explain
the Scriptural message related to the Hebrew idiom
“build a house” in the third volume of The Resurrec-
tion Theology Series. House of Israel, Temple of God.
However, for thoseinterested, heiscurrently planning
to summarize at least part of that message later this
year during the first of several seminars The Elijah
Project will offer for our Monthly Contributors. You
needn’t attend those seminars personally, however,
sinceall of themwill bevideotaped and madeavailable
later through this newsletter.]

Editor: Themeaning of Paul’ sstatementsin the pas-
sageyou havejust referredtofrom 1 Corinthianshas
been debated by Christian commentators for centu-
ries. Would you mind explaining for our readers
what you understand Paul was saying in that pas-
sage?

Elijah: Sure. Butfirstof all, let’ sread what hewrote:

And 1, brethren, could not speak to you asto spiritual
men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ. |
gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were
not yet able{to receiveit}. Indeed, even now you are
not yet able, for you arestill fleshly. For sincethereis
jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly,
and are you not walking like mere men? For when
one says, “| am of Paul,” and another, “1 am of
Apollos,” are you not {mere} men? What then is
Apollos? And what is Paul ? Servants through whom
you believed, even asthe Lord gave {opportunity} to
each one. | planted, Apollos watered, but God was
causing the growth. So then neither the one who
plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God
who causes the growth. Now he who plants and he
who watersareone; but eachwill receivehisownre-
ward according to his own labor. For we are God's
fellowworkers; you are God' sfield, God’ sbuilding.
According to the grace of God which was given to
me, asawisemaster builder | laid afoundation, and
another is building upon it. But let each man be
careful how hebuildsupon it. For noman can lay a
foundation other than the onewhich islaid, which
isJesusChrist. Nowif any man builds upon thefoun-
dation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw, each man’ swork will become evident; for the
day will show it, because it is {to be} revealed with
fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each
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man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built
upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. If any
man’ swork is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he
himself shall be saved, yet so asthrough fire. Do you
not know that you are a temple of God, and {that} the
Soirit of God dwellsin you? If any man destroys the
templeof God, God will destroy him, for thetempl e of
God ishoaly, and that iswhat you are. Let no man de-
ceive himsdlf. If any man among you thinksthat heis
wisein this age, let him become foolish that he may
becomewise. For thewisdom of thisworld isfoolish-
ness before God. For it iswritten, “ {Heis} THE ONE
WHO CATCHESTHE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS' ; and
again, “ THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS OF THE
WISE, THAT THEY ARE USELESS” So then let no one
boast in men. For all things belong to you, whether
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or
death or things present or things to come; all things
belong to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ
belongs to God.

(1 Corinthians 3:1-23)

If you read from the beginning of Paul’ sletter, you
can see how his train of thought has moved fluidly
from thefirst chapter, through the second chapter, and
into the beginning of the third. After the salutation, he
beginsthemain body of hisletter by mentioning thedi-

visionsthat existinthechurchat Corinth. In1:12 here-
ferstothosewho divisively claimto bedisciplesof his,
or disciplesof Apollos, or Peter, or Christ. He then be-
gins to talk about the “wisdom of God” that can be
found in his Teaching. In the second chapter he contin-
ues talking about teaching Believers the things he un-
derstands in the Scriptures—what in verse 7 he again
calls“ God swisdom,” but thistime he addsthe phrase
“inamystery.” Heis obvioudly talking about the Old
Testament Gospel of Jesus Christ because he also says
itis“the hidden” mystery.

In his discussion of the wisdom embodied in his
Teaching, Paul was alluding to the fact that he had
been teaching the Corinthians The Apostolic Teaching.
That will eventually become crystal clear to True Be-
lievers. | say “eventually” because my writing cur-
rently seemsto be moving at aglacial pace. However,
when I’ ve finished the first three or four books, True
Believerswill be able to see how the very core of The
Apostolic Teaching focuses on the difference between
the wise person and the fool. That’s why Paul repeat-
edly mentions wisdom and foolishness throughout the
passage.

Paul continuestalking about The Apostolic Teach-
ing in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 by telling the Corinthians
they aren’t ready to understand some of the more diffi-
cult things he would like to teach them because they

are still “babesin Christ.” Then he gives them an ex-
ample of their childish behavior. For his example, he
returns to what he mentioned before, that some of the
Corinthians are claiming to be hisdisciples, while oth-
ersclaimto bedisciplesof Apollos. In other words, he
is saying the Corinthians' lack of unity as demon-
strated by their sectarianism discloses their spiritual
immaturity. That doesn’t speak well for the
denominationalism and sectarian thinking running
rampant in the Protestant Church today, does it? It's
sort of like kids choosing up sides so they can strut
their theological stuff. That will not be the case among
True Believers at the End.

Anyway, Paul’s focus on the Corinthians’ lack of
unity led him naturally into hisreference (inverse9) to
two of the parabolic images that God has used in the
Scriptures to speak concerning Corporate Israel.
Thosetwoimagesarethe“field” andthe*house.” Paul
had already used the parabolic imagery related to the
field in verses 6 through 8 to tell the Corinthians both
he and Apollos taught the same thing—The Apostolic
Teaching. That comes through in his use of the para-
bolicimages of the“ Seed” he planted and the “Water”
Apollos provided. Both of those are parabolic images
the Prophets and Jesus used to depict The Teaching.
Since he had already used the parabolic image of the
Church as God's “field,” Paul picks up the parabolic
image of the Church as God's “house” in verse 10, as
he has also in Ephesians 2:19 and following, because
hewantsto emphasizetheimportance of unity of belief
among Believers.

Paul understood, as Satan’ s dupes apparently still
don’t, that “a house divided against itself falls.” [Edi-
tor: SeeLuke11:17.] Heknew The Apostolic Teaching
provided the rock-solid basis for the unity of the one
“house” of God. Heal so knew Apollostaught the same
things he taught. [Editor: See Acts 18:24 ff.] Conse-
quently, it was clear the Corinthians were arguing
among themselves, with one side arguing for his
Teaching and the other side arguing for The Teaching
of Apollos, only because they did not accurately un-
derstand The Teaching of either one. If they had, they
would have seen that both he and Apollos taught the
same thing.

Onesignificant element in Paul’ sdiscoursethat is
easily overlooked is his discussion of the “temple’ of
Godinverses16 and 17. Heisnot talking about thein-
dividual as the “temple” of God but rather the entire
congregation at Corinth as a “temple.” That comes
through clearly in the Greek text because all the verbal
forms and the second person pronouns—the “you”
pronouns—in those two verses are plura. So Paul is
talking about God destroying the individual who has
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defiled the holiness of the entire congregation at Cor-
inth, which is the “house” of God. That is the same
“house” he has been talking about all along. How
could the individual defile the holiness of the group?
By their presence among True Believers. | can’t fully
explain how that is here, except to say the laws that
Mosesinstituted teach usthe basic principlesinvolved.
That’ swhy Paul insistsin Chapter Fivethat the Corin-
thians should excommunicate oneindividual in partic-
ular. [Editor: See 1 Corinthians 5:13.]

Itisalso not obviousat first, but Paul’ s statements
concerning the Corinthian congregation asa“temple”
of God follow logically fromwhat he has said immedi-
ately before about otherswho “build” on the “founda-
tion” he has“laid.” When he talks about the different
types of building materialsthat could possibly go into
“building” the*house” of God, heisreferringto differ-
ent types of individuals that stand in the assembly of
Believers. Some—Ilike the gold, silver, and
diamonds—can withstand intense heat without suffer-
ing damage. Others, like the wood, hay, and straw,
can't. He then says the “fire” of God’s Judgment will
reveal whether or not the part of the*temple’ oneindi-
vidua has “built” will survive the “fire” of God's
wrath. If it does, that individual will receive areward
for having “built” part of God’s “house.”

From his statements, it appears Paul was con-
cerned that some of the Corinthians had “converted”
individuals who were not actually True Believers. He
was afraid they were trying to “build a house” out of
unbelievers who were wood, hay, or straw. To fully
understand Paul’s statements, however, you have to
understand the Old Testament message related to the
Hebrew idiom “build a house.” | apologize to your
readers, but without going into alengthy explanation, |
can’'t say much more.

The reason Paul was concerned about the Corin-
thians letting unbelievers defile their assembly has to
do with the fact that there is a mystical element in-
volved in the assembly of True Believers. As Jesus
said, “ For wheretwo or three have gathered together in
My name, there | am in their midst.” [Editor: See
Matthew 18:20.] Thekey phraseinthat sentenceis, “in
My name.” Y ou can meet with unbelievers—and Be-
lieversaswell for that matter—for any and every pur-
pose imaginable and God will not be “in the midst.”
But if two or more True Believers meet, claiming to be
meeting as a gathering of True Believers—and there
are certain constituent ingredients that go into that
claim—the Spirit of God will be there, moving among
you. Unfortunately, the Holy Spirit of Christ that
meets with the assembly of True Believerswill be de-
filed by the blasphemous pretense of Pretenders who

know nothing of Christ.

So Paul’s warning to the Corinthians concerning
the holiness of God’ s“house”—that is, the holiness of
theassembly of True Believers—isstill appropriateto-
day for those True Believers who want to fellowship
together as an assembly of True Believers. If they al-
low unbelievers—Pretenders—to meet with them,
thereby tacitly acknowledging that those Pretenders
are True Believers, God will not be pleased, to say the
least.

It was not by accident that the Roman Catholic
Church cameby the practice of excommunication. Itis
one of the oldest and most essential practices of the
Christian Church. Without it, the Protestant Church
has become what it is today—an open-invitation,
come-fellowship-with-us-next-Sunday organization
that has no concern at all for the holiness of the Holy
Spirit as He meets with True Believers and moves
among them. So, to answer your question about True
Believers fellowshipping together: I'm sure there will
be some True Believers who meet together as the
“house” of God and once again humbly seek to protect
the holiness of Christ's Spirit dwelling “in their
midst.” I’m just as sure that some Pretenderswill take
what | teach and use the practice of excommunication
for no purpose other than to proudly demonstrate, like
the Pharisees before them, that they are better than ev-
erybody else.

| can’t possibly control what people dowithwhat |
teach. All | can do iswarn them of the consequences.
Somewill takeit and teach it to others, never mention-
ingwherethey got it, and without even bothering totell
themwhat your ministry isall about. But thosewho try
to usethetools| provide should understand the conse-
quences. God does not take the “building” of His
“house” quite aslightly as most today assume. In His
case, silence should not be taken to mean consent. It
just means He said all He needed to say thousands of
yearsago. Itisal hidden in the Old Testament Gospel
of Jesus Christ.

Anunderstanding of God’ s Truth could at onetime
be found in The Apostolic Teaching, but the Church
gavethat up in exchangefor amore “sophisticated” un-
derstanding of Truth. [Editor: See the articles in The
Voice of Elijah, January 1993.] One should always
keep that in mind. The Church voluntarily “gave up”
The Apostolic Teaching. Pretenders, believing it must
somehow have been God' s fault if that happened, will
piously deny it. However, God didn't give up The
Teaching. We did. We lost it because Church leaders
took what they had learned from a previous generation
and tried to “improve’ it. That could happen again
today, but it won’'t. Not because some won't try, but
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simply because there isn't time. Percentages declare
therewill always be those few imbeciles, but since God
holds us only corporately responsible for the mistake
the Early Church made, | wouldn’t want to be the fool
whotried the samething today. [ Editor: He saludingto
the two articles “Did You Mean That Literally?’ and
“The Origen of Folly,” The Voice of Elijah, January
1993.] Therefore, if | wereto offer aword tothewise, it
would be, “Becareful what you dowith The Teaching.”

The lowest common denominator of Christian be-
lief today, Catholic and Protestant alike, isthat of the
person who walks in off the street. God did not intend
His Church should cometo that. Those circumstances
exist only because the Church no longer has anything
of much significance to teach. However, appearances
can be deceiving. The true members of the Church of
the Living God haven’t yet sunk to such lows, contrary
towhat Satanwould haveyou believe. “TheMany” are
still out there, holding to the rudimentary Truth they
understood when the Spirit first took up residence
withinthem. | know you at TheVoiceof Elijah arejust
now, after two and a half years of ministry, beginning
to hear from some of them. Take my word for it. An
amazing number will follow. They will all have one
thing in common—a basic understanding of the Truth
of The Teaching that differsradically from what most
of them have heard taught from the pul pit. For exam-
ple, they will all understand the Truth concerning the
Wrath of God becausethat’ show they cameto beborn
again. It'sjust that they have lacked, until now, some-
one who could confirm the veracity of that basic Truth
and explain the scriptural basisfor al the other things
they have tended to believe. | will do that openly, for
all—Believer and Pretender alike—to read. Conse-
quently, what | teach will infuriate Pretenders, and
they will fight againstit. | have already accepted that. It
is part of my calling.

But to get back to thetext, Paul continueshis state-
ments concerning the “house” of God with awarning
to those at Corinth who, like cult leaders and a lot of
preacherstoday, “boast in men,” that is, they are proud
of thenumber of followersthey havelistening to them.
Again, using plural forms of the personal pronoun to
refer to the entire congregation at Corinth, Paul con-
cludes by telling the Corinthians, “you belong to
Christ; and Christ belongs to God.” His point should
not be lost on any who would seek to follow the Spirit
of the Living God today. The Church in al its varied
formsis God's Church. It's not your Church, and it’s
certainly not my Church. But anyone who wants to
“build” anything on the “foundation” of the Church
that Paul “laid” so long ago had best do so cautioudly.
I’mnot going to be“ building” anything any time soon.

Right now, I’m just feeding the “ stones’ who have al-
ready been“laid” and informing them asto their rights
and responsibilities as members of God's “house.”
[Editor: He salluding to Peter’ suse of the“house” im-
agein 1 Peter 2:1 ff.]

When the time comes for “stones” to be added to
God's“House,” I'm sureHe hasaplan for that aswell.
But I’'m going to take one thing at atime and wait as
long as | possibly can before taking any action in that
regard. That may sound strange to some, but I've
learned from past mistakes. Until | am compelledto do
something, | won't. I’ ve found patienceis a necessary
virtue where God is involved. No need to get impa-
tient. You can’t rush Him, but you can easily move on
ahead of Him alone. He' Il let you go, never giving you
acluethat you' re playing thefool until you fall flat on
your face. Then He'll giveyou an educationin ahurry,
provided you'rewilling to learn. I d rather follow His
lead. So I'll just keep on doing what I'm doing until
that’ s finished. Then we'll see what’ s next.

Editor: I’'m confused. Areyou saying you think peo-
ple who read the newsletter should not get together
for prayer and fellowship?

Elijah: Not at all. I'm just saying God's Church is
God' sChurch, and anyone who carel essly takes action
that may have adetrimental impact on any true mem-
ber of God’ sChurchisawholelot lessthanwise. Gath-
ering for prayer and fellowship is one thing.
Establishing a separate congregation is something else
again. Those who are currently leadersin the Church,
no matter which part, are responsible to God for their
ministry if two or more True Believersare members of
the assembly of the Church they shepherd. I'm sure
there are some congregations in which not a single
True Believer can be found. But even the ministers of
those congregations will answer to God for masquer-
ading aspart of HisChurch. All I'm saying to True Be-
lievers is, “Be careful.” The Wrath of God is a
terrifying thing, aswe will all have opportunity to see
for ourselves one day. It's obvious to me that His
Wrath is already at white heat, so the End will come
soon enough. Whatever else a person does, he or she
should makeit atop priority to hold to the commitment
they have made and live accordingly, being careful to
avoid tainting the Holy Spirit in any way. That's all
I’'m saying.

Editor: That seemsfair enough. On to other things...
You mentioned thefact that TheVoiceof Elijah min-
istry began two and a half years ago. Many of our
readersaren’t awarethat in thefirstissue, in October
of 1990, over three months before the Gulf War
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began, you laid out details of what would happen
during that war with amazing accuracy. Since then,
you've mentioned other things you thought were go-
ing to happen, and many of them have happened just
as you said they would. All the while you’ ve said, “|
don’t claim to be a Prophet.” However, thereis one
thing you mentioned concerning the Gulf War that
hasn’t happened yet. Saddam Hussein has not yet
been assassinated. Have you reconsidered that part
of what you said?

Elijah: The Gulf War isn't over yet. Aslong as the
sanctions are still in place and Iraq is partitioned, with
Kurdsin the north and Shi’itesin the south carrying on
the conflict the multinational forces began, it won't be
over. So we have awhile to wait before I'll concede
that. However, | read the other day that one of the
things mentioned in one of the passages of Scripture |
quoted inthat first issueisready to occur. | don’t think
| referred to it in the articles | wrote back then, and
rightly so, because it doesn't apply to Irag except as
parabolic imagery. However, one of the passages
mentionsthe marshesin the south of Irag being burned
with fire. [Editor: See Jeremiah 51:32.] Saddam
Hussein has been preparing to burn those marshes by
diverting water away from them for nearly two years.
They arejust now getting dry enough to burn. They’ll
go up in smokethis summer | assume, and the Shi’ ites
hiding there will be in even more desperate straits.
That will increase the pressure on Iran to take some
kind of action. Assassinationisthemost likely option.

I’m tending more and more to shy away from fore-
casting anything, evenin The Update, because Pretend-
ers put so much emphasis on “signs and wonders.”
Consequently, no sign will be given them except the
signof Elijahbringingthe“rain.” I’ drather they losein-
terestinwhat’ sgoing on hereand go on about their busi-
ness. As | said before, God doesn’t care all that much
about what you know. His primary concern iswhat you
do with what you know. That’ swhy the Church’ sloss of
The Apostolic Teaching wasn't any greeat disaster asfar
as God was concerned. He hascontinued to judgethein-
dividual according to their deeds just as Paul said in
Romans. [Editor: See Romans 1:18 ff.]

If people aren't living according to the small
amount of Truth they now have, why in the world
would they want additional Truth—and the greater re-
sponsibility that comes with the knowledge of that
Truth? It beats me how people can go on day after day
doing the same things they cynically condemn others
for doing and still think they will avoid judgment. Paul
plainly says they are “storing up wrath” for them-
selves. [Editor: See Romans 2:5.] | would not want to

be in their shoes on Judgment Day. But | guess they
won't be wearing any shoes then, will they?

Editor: That comment bringsup another issue. Inthe
lead articleyou wrotefor thisissue, you make sarcas-
tic comments about charlatans and Pretenders. You
even make comments about mainstream Christian
theologians. Why do you do that?

Elijah: Partly because it's fun poking holes in
puff-balls, especially so since it’'s part of what God
called meto do. But themainreason | do it is because
True Believers are naive. They tend to see only the
goodin people. They say thingslike, “ Therearealot of
good people,” directly contradicting God. [Editor: See
Psalms14:1-3; 143:2.] | redlizethat’ s easy to do now-
adays because the Church doesn’t stress God’ sview of
sinand of sinners. But it’s still wrong. True Believers
haven't been taught that in God's eyes nobody is
“good.” People may be “nice” to you but that doesn't
mean they are “good.” Moreover, True Believers
haven't grasped the significance of Paul’ swordsto Ti-
tus:

Tothepure, all thingsare pure; but to thosewho are
defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both
their mind and their conscience are defiled. They
professto know God, but by {their} deedsthey deny
{Him}, being detestable and disobedient, and
worthless for any good deed.

(Titus 1:15-16)

If TrueBelieversaregoingto survive spiritually in
the days to come, they are going to have to develop a
hard edge and akeen eyesight—spiritually, | mean. Je-
sus said we are supposed to be as shrewd as serpents
and as harmless as doves. [Editor: See Matthew 10:16
ff.] Without shrewdness, the dove-like nature of the
True Believer will be easy prey for al those who want
to continue their abominable pretense by stubbornly
pretending to believe The Teaching.

| have confidence in the True Believers, however.
They’ll get my drift without turning it into an arrogant
“I'm better than you.” | certainly don’t mean it that
way, although Pretenderswill takeit that way because
to the“ defiled and unbelieving, nothing ispure.” It'sa
simple matter of logic: | wouldn’t have been called to
do what | do if | had stood in God's favor. I'll face
greater judgment because of my calling. Conse-
guently, | dothebest | canto do thingsthat will accom-
plish more than just one thing. In this case, I'm aso
angling for an angry, or at least skeptical, rejection of
what | teach on the part of some Pretender that will turn
himor her away. It' sall part of the process: I’ m gather-
ing out while God gathersin. m
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Ducks

From Page 1

Didyou noticel added an additional
qualification to the “duck identification
routine”? The usual expression is, “If it
looks like aduck, and walks like a duck,
itmustbeaduck.” Yetl saiditalsohadto
“quack like aduck.” A lot of people do
that to the “false prophet identification
routine” Jesus outlined. They add more
detail to the specifications. You know,
they say you're a false prophet only if
you say this or you don’t say that.

| supposethey consider it sort of like
the situation with the specsthe Air Force
issued a couple of years ago when it set
out to buy 300,000 personal computers.
Did you hear about that one? Following
new government guidelines, the Air
Force reguested bids from suppliers. At
thetime, alot of peoplewere proud of the
fact that the proposals submitted under
the new, highly-abbreviated specs were
only “10 pages instead of the usual 150
pages.” (BusinessWeek, March 8, 1993)

Unfortunately, now everybody is
guestioning whether a personal com-
puter is a persona computer. Every-
body, that is, except the winner of the
bidding process. Consequently, the Air
Force has had to choose a winning bid
three times because every time they’ve
chosen awinner the losers contested the
award in court and had it set aside. That
probably wouldn’t have happened if the
specs had been more detailed.

The sad thing about the Air Forcefi-
ascoisthat inthetwo yearssincethecon-
tract was first awarded, computer
technology has advanced to the point
where the original specs no longer accu-
rately identify the most recent, and
cost-effective, generation of computing
“ducks’ the Air Force could procure. So
much for ducks that waddle.

AsaMan Thinketh ...

In contrast to government bureau-
crats, Jesus thought it necessary to set
forth just one spec, just one requirement,
for identifying a false prophet. If the
prophet producesbad “fruit,” he’ safalse
prophet. So | ask you again: What does
Jesus mean by “fruit”? Now don’t go to-
tally subjective and play guessing

games. To find out, all you havetodois
continue reading Matthew’s record of
what Jesus said after that:

“Not everyone who saysto Me, ‘Lord,
Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven; but hewho doesthewill of My
Father whoisin heaven. Many will say
to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in Your name, and in Your
name cast out demons, and in Your
name perform many miracles? And
then | will declare to them, ‘I never
knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO
PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS”

(Matthew 7:21-23)

That was easy, wasn't it? Jesus said
not everybody who says, “Lord, Lord”
“does the will of My Father.” That
means the “fruit” He has in mind isin
“doing the will of My Father.” It also
means some folks are not actually what
they appear to be. But | suppose you al-
ready knew that. | call them “Pretend-
ers.” Maybe you have a better term for
them. Whatever you call them, Jesussaid
there would be many who tell Him on
Judgment Day that they had prophesied
in His name, cast out demons in His
name, and worked many miraclesin His
name, yet He would deny them.

Doesn't that sound like a descrip-
tion of just the sort of things one would
expect aProphet todo?1 imagineanyone
doing those things would think they had
akey to the Gates of Heaven. Y et Jesus
said they are in for a rude awakening.
They weren't legitimate Prophets at all
because they didn’t “do the will of My
Father.” So He “never knew” them.
Then Hetellsus outright the reason they
will be rejected. It's because they lack
acceptable “fruit”:

“ DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE
LAWLESSNESS.”
(Matthew 7:23)

Why do you suppose Jesus would
think it such asimple matter to identify a
false prophet? And why didn’t He stress
identification based on words instead of
deeds? Surely, if you want to know who
aperson is, you should listen to what he
says, don’t you think?

Well, | hate to tell you this, since
some of you are not yet totally awake,

“People always act
according to what they
believe, or want to
believe, istrue—
without exception.”

but He probably didn’t stresswords over
deeds because that’s not the way it is
down here. You see, we're living in a
land of liars. Most often, the people
down here don’t say what they think or
feel. They say what they want you to
think they think or feel. | shouldn’t have
to tell you there’'s a big difference be-
tween those two.

So, if you can't aways trust what
people say, how are you going to know
who they are down deep inside? Simple.
Do what Jesus said: Take a good, hard
look at their actions. That way, you'll
soon discover what they arethinking be-
cause people always act according to
what they believe, or want to believe, is
true—without exception.

Consider the story of the boy who
cried “wolf.” Remember? He thought it
was great fun to see the reaction of the
townspeople running frantically every
time he fooled them by crying “wolf.”
Thefirst few times he cried “walf,” they
believed him. But before long they just
assumed he was up to his old tricks and
ignored him. So what happened when
the wolf actually came?

| redlize that's not the moral of the
story asitisusualy told, but it illustrates
thetruism Jesus had in mind nonethel ess.
If wedidn't al act according to what we
believe, whether according tofleeting no-
tion or deeply held conviction, there
would be no way doctors could define
what isand isnot mental illness. Consider
the dternative: Bizarre activity would be
the norm, without basisin, or link to, our
mental state at the time.

If you have any doubt that when Je-
sussaid “fruit” Hemeant “actions,” con-
tinue reading what He said after that:

“Therefore everyone who hears these
words of Mine, and acts upon them,
may be compared to a wise man, who
built his house upon the rock. And the
rain descended, and the floods came,
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“The ‘rock’ on which Jesus ‘built Hishouse' (the Church) is not Peter
himself but what Peter understood about Jesus—the revelation pertaining
to the Messiah of I srael that one can find in The Teaching of M oses.”

and the winds blew, and burst against
that house; and {yet} it did not fall, for it
had been founded upontherock. And ev-
eryone who hears these words of Mine,
and doesnot act uponthem, will belikea
foolish man, who built his house upon
the sand. And the rain descended, and
thefloods came, and thewindsblew, and
burst against that house; and it fell, and
great wasiitsfall.”

(Matthew 7:24-27)

That just about saysit al, doesn’tit?
| like that parable. It's one of my favor-
ites because its meaning is parabolic on
two levels. On the first level, it talks
about the onewho “hears’ The Teaching
of Jesus Christ and “actsupon” it. Heis
LIKE a wise man who “built his house
upontherock.” By contrast, the onewho
doesn't “hear” The Teaching of Jesus
Christ and “act” accordingly is LIKE a
foolish man who “built his house upon
the sand.”

Onthe second level, however, Jesus
is referring to the parabolic message of
The House that is hidden in the Hebrew
Scriptures. A primary element in that
message concerns the spiritual warfare
that goes on between Himself and Satan.
Intheparabolicimagery of that Old Tes-
tament message, Jesus Christ isthe wise
man, Satan is the foolish man.

The Old Testament Gospel of Jesus
Christ tellsus how the Messiah of Israel,
the wise Man, is going to “build His
house” on one solid “rock.” On the other
hand, it also tells us Satan, the foolish
man, is going to “build his house” on a
multitude of tiny rocks—the sand. (See
The Mystery of Scripture and House of
Israel, Temple of God.) That's what Je-
sus was referring to in the well-known
exchange He had with Peter:

Now when Jesus came into the district
of Caesarea Philippi, He{began} ask-
ing His disciples, saying, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?’
And they said, “ Some {say} John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still
others, Jeremiah, or one of the proph-

ets.” He said to them, “But who do
you say that | am?” And Simon Peter
answered and said, “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered and said to him,
“ Blessed are you, Smon Barjona, be-
cause flesh and blood did not reveal
{this} to you, but My Father whoisin
heaven. And | also say to you that you
are Peter, and upon this rock | will
build My church; and the gates of
Hades shall not overpower it. | will
give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; and whatever you shall bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you shall |oose on earth shall
beloosed in heaven.” Then Hewarned
the disciples that they should tell no
one that He was the Christ.

(Matthew 16:13-20)

It isn't obvious at first, but the
“rock” on which Jesus “built His house’
(the Church) is not Peter himself but
what Peter understood about Jesus—the
revelation pertaining to the Messiah of
Israel that one can find in The Teaching
of Moses. However, Heisalso saying He
will “build” the Church using “stones’
LIKE Peter. (Peter means “stone.”)

The revelation embodied in The
Teaching of Mosesis the cohesive prod-
uct of the mind of God. By contrast, the
grains of sand on which Satan has “ built
hishouse” are nothing morethanthedis-
parate, conflicting thoughts of individ-
ua men. The cataclysm of wind and rain
mentioned in the Parable of the Wise
Man and the Fool isjust aparabolic de-
scription of the final, specific events of
this era that are described in various
places throughout the Prophets. Y ou are
already seeing the “rain” fall. The high
“wind” will be along shortly. Let the
reader understand.

In telling the parable, Jesus is ex-
plaining to Hisfollowersthe reason why
He will reject the false prophets He has
just warned them against. He will reject
them because they didn’'t hear “these
wordsof Mine,” and “act upon them.” In
other words, theindividual false prophet

could not “build his house” on The
Teaching God reveadled to Moses. He
“built” it instead on teaching that origi-
nated with men. Consequently, the false
prophet could not produce “fruit” ac-
ceptableto God becausethat isonly pos-
sible by “hearing” and by “acting upon”
The Teaching of Jesus Christ.

Consider thelogic: If actionsaways
stem from belief, how can anyone “do
the will of My Father” if they don't
choose to believe The Teaching of Jesus
Christ when they havethe opportunity to
hear it? Sadly enough, they can’t. If you
believealie, you'll come up short at the
End. A word to the wise is sufficient:
You'd better pay attention.

I’m going to take you on abrief sur-
vey of afew of the salient references to
The Teaching concerning The House in
the New Testament. Just keep in mind,
The Teaching is a lot like an iceberg.
Most of it is hidden beneath the surface
of the text—hidden in parabolic images
and their corresponding Hebrew idioms,
the stuff of which parables are made.
You should take notes because you're
going to be tested. The onewho has ears
to hear will hear.

|s Your
Foundation Cracking?

The distinctive characteristic of The
Teaching of Moses isthe fact that it pur-
ports to be revelation from God. So, if
we are looking for the “foundation” on
which Jesus, as the quintessential wise
Man, “built the house” of God, we could
succinctly say that foundation isthe rev-
elation God gaveto Moses. That's short
and sweet. Theverbosity comesinwhen
onetrysto explain themanifold implica-
tions of what God has packed into that
simple statement.

In a very rea sense, the Prophets
andthe Apostlesdo not add totherevela-
tionGod gavetoMoses. They merely set
it in historical perspective by revealing
how God worked in history to accom-
plish the things He revealed to Moses.
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“The Greek philosophers ... ‘laid afoundation’ of knowledge gained by
‘reasoned argument’ on which subsequent generations of their
disciples have striven to ‘build the house’ of Satan.”

Going further down this same track,
one can say that Jesus Christ is the com-
plete expression of the revelation of God.
Thatis, inHislife, death, and resurrection
from thedead, Heis The Teaching of Mo-
sespersonified. Everything God revealed
to Moses is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
Therefore, since The Teaching of Moses
is the Word of God, Jesus Christ is, in
Himself, the Word of God:

In the beginning was the Word, and
theWord waswith God, and the Word
was God. Hewasin the beginning with
God. All things came into being by
Him, and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into be-
ing. In Him was life, and the life was
thelight of men. And the light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did
not comprehend it.

(John 1:1-5)

Don't be misled. That'sjust apara-
bolic explanation of a spiritual reality.
Did you understand what John said
about The Word being The Light “the
darknessdid not comprehend” ?He' sex-
plaining parabolic imagery that relates
how Jesus Christ is The Teaching—that
is, The Word of God, Which isalso The
Light that unbelievers cannot understand
because they reject it without even con-
sidering it might be true.

I won't pretend the above comes
anywhere close to being an adequate ex-
planation of the Truth involved in the
parabolic concept of Jesus Christ asthe
Word of God. However, I'll explainit all
eventually. (See future volumes in The
Resurrection Theology Series.) For now,
however, | should tell you Paul aso
mentions the information conveyed by
the parabolicimagery of TheWord on at
least one occasion:

For | want you to know how great a
struggle | have on your behalf, and for
those who are at Laodicea, and for all
those who have not personally seen my
face, that their hearts may be encour-
aged, having been knit together inlove,

and {attaining} to all the wealth that
comes from the full assurance of un-
derstanding, {resulting} in a true
knowledge of God's mystery, {that is},
Christ {Himself}, in whom are hidden
all thetreasuresof wisdom and knowl-
edge. | say thisin order that no one may
delude you with persuasive argument.
For even though | am absent in body,
nevertheless | amwith you in spirit, re-
joicing to see your good discipline and
the stability of your faith in Christ. As
you therefore have received Christ Je-
sustheLord, {so} walk in Him, having
been firmly rooted {and now} being
built up in Himand established in your
faith, just asyou wereinstructed, {and}
overflowingwith gratitude. Seetoit that
no one takes you captive through phi-
losophy and empty deception, accord-
ing to thetradition of men, according to
the elementary principles of the world,
rather than according to Christ. For in
Him all the fulness of Deity dwellsin
bodily form.

(Colossians 2:1-9)

“Jesus Christis
the complete
expression of the
revelation of God.”

Did you noticethat Paul said “atrue
knowledge of God’'s mystery” is Jesus
Chrigt, “inwhom are hidden al the trea-
sures of wisdom and knowledge.” | real-
ize there are more than a few mystical
freaks out there, the illegitimate off-
spring of false prophets, who will insist
Paul is talking about some mystical ex-
perience they have had in which they
“received theLord,” or “ Jesus cameinto
their heart.” Heisn't. He' stalking about
Jesus Christ as the absolute personifica-
tion of The Teaching of Moseshe had ex-
plained to the Colossians. That' swhy he
says abit later, “walk in Him.” It's also
what he has in mind when he says “in

Him al the fulness of Deity dwells in
bodily form.”

So much for the revelation God
gave Moses as the “foundation” on
which Jesus Christ “built the house” of
God. The search for the foundation of
Satan’s “house” takes us somewhat far-
ther afield. To uncover it, we must delve
for just abit into Greek philosophy. That
should come as no surprise, considering
the role we have seen Greek philosophy
played in the Early Church’sloss of The
Apostolic Teaching. (See articles, The
Voice of Elijah, January 1993.)

Greek philosophers, particularly
Socrates (ca. 470-399 B.C.) and the
Athenian philosophers who followed in
hisfootsteps, havelong been uncritically
credited with taking the “one small step
for man” that became a “giant leap for
mankind.” In truth, the “ presocratic phi-
losophers’—Thales, Anaximander, and
Anaximenes (ca. 600-530 B.C.)—of
Miletus took that formidable step.

Under the tutelage of these
presocratic philosophers, the upper ech-
elon of Greek society moved from super-
stitious belief in myths and reliance on
divine oracles (revelation) to aprofound
faith (belief) in a knowledge of the di-
vine gained strictly by means of “rea-
soned argument.” Socrates, Plato, and
Aristotle merely took philosophical
speculation concerning the origin of the
cosmos (world) and its creator—what
the presocratic philosophers had called
“the Unbounded”’—to ever-increasing
heights of sophistication.

Lest you missed it, the mgjor differ-
ence between the “foundations’ of the
two parabolic“houses’ of whichtheOld
Testament message speaks inheres in
their view of revelation. We will dis-
cover JesusChrist and Hisdiscipleshave
“built the house” of God on the*founda-
tion” of revealed Truththat was“laid” by
Moses, the Prophets, and the Apostles.
By contrast, the Greek philosophers
flatly rejected the notion of revelationin
favor of reasoned argument based on
empirical evidence. They “laid afounda-
tion” of knowledge gained by “reasoned
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argument” on which subsequent genera-
tions of their disciples have striven to
“build the house” of Satan.

Just so you understand what we are
about here at The Voice of Elijah and
The Elijah Project, we are going to take
Satan’s “reasoned argument” approach
and use it against him. For example, it
can be shown, and | will show over the
next severa years—by means of “rea-
soned argument” and empirical evidence
alone—that the Hebrew Scriptures
(that’ sempirical evidence, isn'tit?) con-
tain adetailed explanation of all that God
accomplished through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ.

Moreover, | will usethe New Testa-
ment and Early Church Fathers (they’re
also empirical evidence, aren’t they?) to
confirm that my understanding of the
Old Testament Gospel of Jesus Christ
was known to the Early Church. Along
theway, | will explain, for the benefit of
all who have ears to hear, what the
Prophets have spoken concerning events
that will occur in our own time.

My use of the “reasoned argument”
approach doesn’'t mean everyone will
accept what | teach. Quite the contrary. |
am only offering a*reasoned argument”
based on empirical evidence. As I've
said before, evidence is objective,
“proof” is subjective. (See articles, The
Voiceof Elijah, October 1991.) If what |
teachistrue, however, thefact that it has
been explained openly is going to leave
those who reject it without excuse. You
see, there are various ways one can be a
“witness’ for Jesus Christ. When the
prosecution rests its case against this
generation on Judgment Day, the testi-
mony of True Believerswill provide the
basis for conviction.

If you want to understand what |
teach, however, you haveto think in par-
ables—always think in parables, even
sometimes when | say something 1S
something else. As I've explained be-
fore, a parable isjust a comparison that
tells us how one thing is LIKE another.
(See “Nobody in Their Right Mind
Would Even Want to Be Napoleon!”
The Voice of Elijah, October 1992.) In
this article we are going to be looking at
just afew of the parabolic statementsin
the Scriptures that tell us how the work
of Jesus ChristisLIKE that of awise man
building a house on arock.

Carpenters Build
Houses, Don’t They?

The subheading has nothing to do
with this article. | just like the imagery.
Actually, in Palestine, houses are built of
stone, and have been for thousands of
years. Therefore, carpenters didn’t nor-
mally build houses in Palestine in the
time of Christ, stone masons did. That's
why we' regoing to betalking about “liv-
ing stones’ abit later.

Justin Martyr tells us Jesus was a
carpenter who made wooden yokes. But
that, like the parabolic pantomime of Je-
sus being born in amanger and crucified
as the Passover Lamb of God, is part of
another story. [Editor: He's aluding to
Jesus' words in Matthew 11:25-30. See
also “The Parabolic Pantomimes of Je-
sus Christ,” The Voice of Elijah, Janu-
ary 1991.] It appears God enjoysplaying
with parabolic imagery, doesn't it? But
that’s another story as well. Right now,
let’s get back to building houses.

“The Hebrew
Scriptures... contain
a detailed explanation

of all that God
accomplished through

the resurrection of

Jesus Christ.”

The Apostle Paul on one occasion
alludes to the parabolic imagery of the
Old Testament prophetic message con-
cerning the“house” of God in emphasiz-
ing the need for Believersin Ephesus to
demonstrate unity:

So then you are no longer strangers
and aliens, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints, and are of God's
household, having been built upon
the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being
the corner {stone}, in whom the whole
building, being fitted together isgrow-
ing into a holy temple in the Lord; in
whomyou also arebeing built together
into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
(Ephesians 2:19-22)

Isn’t that interesting? M ost commen-
tatorstake Paul’ suseof theterms*house”
and “foundation” as metaphorical im-
ages. (Here the trandators of the New
American Standard Bible have even
translated the Greek term for “house” as
“household” because they didn’t under-
stand the parabolic imagery.) Those im-
ages aren’t metaphorical. They're
parabolic. [Editor: See“ They’ vePut God
in a Box! (Or So They Think),” The
Voiceof Elijah, January 1993.] Paul isal-
luding to the Prophets parabolic mes-
sage concerning the* house” of Israel that
becamethe*house” of God—the* house”
thewise Man “built” on the “rock.”

By the way, surely you're familiar
withthepsalmists’ declarationthat “ God
isarock” ?[Editor: Ps. 18:31 et al.] They
say it over and over again. If you don’t
believe me, check your concordance.
The Prophets who wrote the Psalms
werejust playing with the parabolic im-
age of the “rock” that is related to the
parabolic image of the “house.” God
was doing the same thing in the dream
He gave Nebuchadnezzar. You know,
the onewhere “astone was cut out of the
mountain without hands’ only to be-
come a mountain itself (Dan. 2:34-35,
45)? That's just a tongue-in-cheek allu-
siontothefact that thefirst two tablets of
the covenant, the ones Moses shattered
at the foot of Mt. Sinai, were cut out of
the mountain by God Himself (Ex.
32:16). But that’s a so another story.

By referring to Jesus Christ as the
“cornerstone,” Paul has tucked into his
statement abrief alusion to Isaiah 28:16.
Do you know how many timesthat verse
is quoted in the New Testament? Six.
Therefore, it seems the Apostles saw
something specificin Isaiah’ sstatements.
Indeed they did—something incredibly
specific. Solet’ stakealook, understand-
ing that, if we areto comprehend Isaiah’s
meaning in that one verse, we must un-
derstand it initslarger (historical and lit-
erary) context.

Isaiah begins by parabolically de-
scribing circumstances that have come
about because of Isragl’ srejection of The
Teaching of Moses. He says the priests
and the Prophets he describes are no
more able to comprehend what God has
said in The Teaching than a drunkard
high on wine. In contrast to the life-sus-
taining Truth of The Teaching of Moses
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which is (parabolically) LIKE bread that
came out of the mouth of God (Deut.
8:3), the words that come out of their
mouths are (parabolically) LIKE vomit:

And these also reel with wine and
stagger from strong drink:

The priest and the prophet reel
with strong drink,

They are confused by wine,
they stagger from strong drink;

They reel while having visions,

They totter {when rendering}
judgment.

For all the tables are full of filthy

vomit, without a{singleclean} place.

“To whom would He teach
knowledge?

And to whom would He interpret
the message?

Those {just} weaned from milk?

Those {just} taken from the breast?

For {He says},

‘Order on order, order on order,

Lineonline, lineon line,

Alittle here, a little there.””

Indeed, He will speak to this people

Through stammering lips and
a foreign tongue,

He who said to them,

“Hereisrest, giverest to the weary,”

And, “ Hereisrepose,”
but they would not listen.

So the word of the LORD to them
will be,

“Order on order, order on order,

Lineon ling, lineon ling,

A little here, alittle there,”

That they may go and stumble
backward, be broken, snared,
and taken captive.

Therefore, hear theword of the LORD,

O scoffers,

Who rule this people who are
in Jerusalem,

Because you have said,

“ We have made a covenant with death,

And with Sheol we have made a pact.

The overwhelming scourge will not
reach us when it passes by,

For we have made falsehood our
refuge and we have concealed
ourselves with deception.”

Therefore thus says the Lord Gob,

“Behold, | amlayingin Zion astone,

atested stone,

A costly cornerstone {for} the

foundation, firmly placed.

Hewho believes{in it} will not
be disturbed.

And | will make justice the
measuring line,

And righteousness the level;

Then hail shall sweep away the
refuge of lies,

And the waters shall overflow the
secret place.

And your covenant with death shall
be canceled,

And your pact with Sheol shall
not stand;

When the overwhelming scourge

passes through,

Then you become its trampling
{place},

As often as it passes through,
it will seizeyou.

For morning after morning it will
pass through, {anytime} during
the day or night.

And it will be sheer terror to
understand what it means.”

The bed istoo short on which to
stretch out,

And the blanket is too small to
wrap oneself in.

For the Lord will rise up as{at}
Mount Perazim,

Hewill be stirred up asin the valley
of Gibeon;

To do Histask, His unusual task,

And to work His work, His
extraordinary work.

And now do not carry on as scoffers,

Lest your fetters be made stronger;

For | have heard from the Lord
GoD of hosts,

Of decisive destruction on all
the earth.

(Isaiah 28:7-22)

Heavy, heavy, hangs over their
head. It’s coming folks, and nothing you
or | cando or say now isgoing to stop it.
If | wereyou, | would check to makesure
| wasn’t one of those who have “made
falsehood our refuge’” and “concealed
ourselves with deception.”

But scoffers will continue to
scoff—right up to the bitter End. And
how bitter that End will be! You can't
tell them. There's no need to even try.
They have multiplied layers of fail-safe
mechanisms built into their theological
beliefs that will be there until that sud-

den, stony-cold realization of the mis-
take they made rises within them when
they finally hear the words:

“ DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE
LAWLESSNESS.”
(Matthew 7:23)

But that's another matter. You're
not responsiblefor what otherschooseto
believe. You are, however, responsible
for what you believe. So, did you under-
stand what |saiah said? First he asks the
rhetorical question:

“ To whomwould He teach
knowledge?

And to whom would He interpret
the message?”

(Isaiah 28:9a)

Then he goes on to explain that, be-
cause the sons of Isragl had no interest in
understanding The Teaching of Moses,
God was going to make the Old Testa-
ment Gospel of Jesus Christ (The Teach-
ing of Moses and the Prophets) just that
much more difficult to understand:

Sotheword of the LORD tothemwill be,
“Order on order, order on order,
Lineonling, lineon line,

Alittle here, alittle there.”

(Isaiah 28:13a)

Tounderstand what | saiahissaying,
you must realize hewas among the earli-
est of the writing Prophets. He, and all
the other Prophets who recorded their
prophecies for our benefit, created the
Hebrew Scriptures. They put them to-
gether for us under the divine guidance
of theHoly Spirit. Knowing that, you can
better see that Isaiah istalking about the
circumstances one now faces in reading
the Old Testament. The coherency of the
message of the Hebrew Scripturescanbe
discovered only by reading “alittle here,
alittlethere” becausethe Prophetsinten-
tionally put it together that way.

Isaiah istalking to the leaders of |s-
rael who would rather believe thelies of
their various traditions than believe the
Truth. (But remember, the Church isto-
day the continuation of Corporatelsrael,
so heistalking to the Pretenders around
ustoday aswell.) There are alot of peo-
ple like that, aren’'t there? Isaiah says
they “ have made acovenant with death.”
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Then he reveals what God’ s response to
their love of error will be:

“Behold, | amlaying in Zion a stone,
a tested stone,

A costly cornerstone {for} the
foundation, firmly placed.

He who believes {in it} will not be
disturbed.”

(Isaiah 28:16)

What in the world could that state-
ment possibly have to do with anything
Isaiah has said up to that point? Obvi-
ously he thought it had everything to do
with it because he goes on to say:

Then hail shall sweep away the
refuge of lies,

And the waters shall overflow the
secret place.

And your covenant with death shall
be canceled,

And your pact with Sheol shall
not stand.

(Isaiah 28:17b—18a)

It'sclear that, in the overall context,
Isaiahistalking about thosewho will be-
lieve the Truth of The Teaching of Mo-
ses—the “costly cornerstone”—as op-
posed to those who willingly choose to
believealie. Furthermore, itisalso clear
that he understands the “costly corner-
stone” God is going to “lay” will be the
Truth that one should believe. But he
doesn’t pause at all to explain the para-
bolic imagery of the Prophets related to
the “house” of Israel, or the fact that,
sincelsrael isthe“firstborn” of God (Ex.
4:22), Israel is dso God's “house,” or
that the meaning of the Hebrew idiom
“build ahouse” informsushow all thatis
and ties it together into one coherent
message. | saiah merely assumesyou will
understand his statement is just another
bit of the information in the Hebrew
Scripturesthat isgoing to be scattered “a
little here, alittle there.”

You see, the parabolic imagery in
The Teaching of Moses tells us the indi-
vidual members of Israel are living
“stones’ in the “house” of Israel. I'll
eventually explain for you how it does
that. That same parabolic imagery also
tells us (contrary to what many today
would like to believe) that any “stone”
who becomes contaminated with sin be-

yond remedy will be*cut off from” Israel.

Asl explainedinNot All Israel Isls-
rael (pp. 203 ff.) there was one point in
history when all Israel—in the person of
Jesus Christ—had been completely “ cut
off.” According to the parabolic image
of Corporate Israel as a “house,” the
“house” had been completely demol-
ished and its “foundation” razed.

But on Resurrection Morning God
“laid” anew “cornerstone,” Jesus Christ,

“The coherency of the
message of the
Hebrew Scriptures can
be discovered only by
reading ‘alittle here, a
little there
because the Prophets
intentionally put it
together that way.”

thefirst of the“living stones” that would
eventually comprise the rebuilt “house”
of Israel. Therefore, Jesus Christ pro-
vided a crucia part of the “foundation”
onwhich Hisdisciples, thosewho would
come aong later, could add even more
“stones’ inagain “ building the house” of
| srael—what we call the Church. Peter is
talking about that parabolic imagery
when he quotesthe same verse from Isa-
iah that Paul used:

Therefore, putting asideall maliceand
all guile and hypocrisy and envy and
all dander, like newborn babes, long
for the pure milk of the word, that by it
you may grow inrespect to salvation, if
you have tasted the kindness of the
Lord. And coming to Him asto a liv-
ing stone, rejected by men, but choice
and precious in the sight of God, you
also, as living stones, are being built
up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. For {this} is contained in
Scripture:
“ BEHOLD | LAYINZION ACHOICE STONE,

A PRECIOUS CORNER {stone},
AND HE WHO BELIEVESIN HIM

SHALL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”

This precious value, then, is for you
who believe. But for those who disbe-
lieve,
“ THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS
REJECTED,
THISBECAME THE VERY
CORNER {stone},”
and,
“ A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A
ROCK OF OFFENSE” ;
for they stumble because they are dis-
obedient to the word, and to this
{doom} they were also appointed.
(1 Peter 2:1-8)

Did Peter pull it all together for you?
First, in verse 5 he aludes to (and in
verse 9 he quotes) statements that are
made concerning Corporate Israel in
Exodus 19:5-6. That tellsusheistalking
about the Church as the continuation of
the“house” of Israel. Thenin verse 6 he
quotes|saiah 28:16 to emphasizetheim-
portance of belief in Jesus Christ—that
is, to emphasize what he had said earlier
about “coming to Him as to a living
stone, rejected by men, but choice and
precious in the sight of God.” In that
quotation, Peter adheres to the central
thrust of |saiah’ sstatements—that is, be-
lief inthe Truth of The Teaching of Mo-
ses and, by extension, belief in the
Prophet’s explanation of the Old Testa-
ment Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In verse 7, Peter quotes Psalm
118:22 which tellsusthe“ stone” rejected
by the “builders’—that is, the Jews who
had been “building the house” of Isragl
until God “cut them off” from
|srael—had suddenly been made into the
“cornerstone” of a“foundation” that was
being “laid” for an entirely new “house’
of lsrael. (Facethefacts. Youdon't “lay”
“stones’ ina“foundation” unlessyou are
going to be “building” anew “house.”)

Are you still with me? The para-
bolic imagery in all these passages is
fairly simple, but | realize I'm leaving
gaps by not having first explained the
Old Testament background the Prophets
had available to them when they wrote.
I'm intentionally doing that to shake
|oosethe skepticsreading alongwith us.

It will bebestinthelongrunforyou
True Believers that the Pretender turns
scoffer and openly rejects my message.
There are plenty of Pretenders who lack
the courage to openly reject anything.
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Many of them will be able to intellectu-
ally understand the things | teach, but
they won’'t believe The Teaching be-
cause they are constantly seeking more
“proof.” They fail to understand that evi-
denceisobjective, “proof” issubjective,
residing in the Believer. (See articles,
The Voice of Elijah, October 1991.)
Those of you who house the Spirit of the
Living God should be thankful you al-
ready have within you the “proof” they
seek. (See “Mystics, Meatballs, and the
Marvelous Works of God” inthisissue.)
Most of them will never find that proof
because they are too proud and stubborn
to humbly repent of their sins.

Jesus quotes the verse Peter has

“The parabolic
imagery in The
Teaching of Moses
tellsustheindividual
members of |srael are
living ‘stones’ in the
‘house’ of Israel.”

taken from Psalm 118 in a parable that
clearly makes the point | made earlier
concerning the Jews being “cut off
from” Israel. (SeeNot All Israel Islsrael,
pp. 188 ff.) If you understand the para-
bolic imagery related to the “house” of
Israel, the point of His parable is that
much clearer:

And He began to tell the people this
parable: “ A man planted a vineyard
and rented it out to vine-growers, and
wenton ajourneyfor alongtime. And
at the {harvest} time he sent a dave to
the vine-growers, in order that they
might give him {some} of the produce
of the vineyard; but the vine-growers
beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. And he proceeded to
send another slave; and they beat him
also and treated him shamefully, and
sent him away empty-handed. And he
proceeded to send a third; and thisone
also they wounded and cast out. And
the owner of thevineyard said, ‘What
shall I do? | will send my beloved son;
perhaps they will respect him.” But

when the vine-growers saw him, they
reasoned with one another, saying,
‘Thisisthe heir; let uskill himthat the
inheritance may be ours.’ And they
threw him out of the vineyard and
killed him. What, therefore, will the
owner of the vineyard do to them? He
will come and destroy these
vine-growers and will give the vine-
yard to others.” And when they heard
it, they said, “ May it never be!” But He
looked at themand said, “ What thenis
thisthat iswritten,
‘ THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS
REJECTED,
THISBECAME THE CHIEF CORNER
{stone}’?
Everyone who falls on that stone will
be broken to pieces; but on whomever
it falls, it will scatter him like dust.”
And the scribes and the chief priests
tried to lay hands on Him that very
hour, and they feared the people; for
they understood that He spoke this
parable against them.
(Luke 20:9-19)

Didyou catch hisallusion to Daniel
2:34-35 and 44-45? He' s talking about
Himself as the “stone cut out of the
mountain without hands” that
Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream. It's
intriguing parabolic imagery, isn't it?
For thebenefit of you scoffers, He' stalk-
ing about the scattering of the wicked at
the time of His Second Coming. You
know, thetimewhen you get to enjoy the
eterna reward you have coming in re-
turn for your skepticism?

(Sorry folks, but | haveto tighten up
their straightjacket oncein awhile. They
hate it when someone acts as arrogant as
they are. Their stubbornness kicks in,
and they go absolutely meteoric. It never
occursto them that someone might actu-
ally know the Truth and be able to see
through their pretense.)

Finally, in 1 Peter 2:8, Peter turnsto
Isaiah 8:14 and quotesjust aportion of a
passage in which |saiah hastold us:

“It isthe LORD of hosts whom you
should regard as holy.

And He shall be your fear,

And He shall be your dread.

Then He shall become a sanctuary;

But to both the houses of Isradl, a

stone to strike and a rock to
stumble over,

{And} a snare and a trap for the
inhabitants of Jerusalem.

And many will stumble over them,

Then they will fall and be broken;

They will even be snared and
caught.”

(Isaiah 8:13-15)

That passage says it all. For some,
“the Lord of hosts’ “shall become a
sanctuary” —literally, a“holy place.” He
will become, in Himself, the“House” of
Israel Who is also the Firstborn of
God—the “House” (sanctuary) of God.
But for most of the Jews, Jesus Christ,
the chief “cornerstone” set in the “foun-
dation” of thenew “house” of Israel, was
a bit too high a hurdle. He still is for
many, Jew and “Christian” alike, who
believe God' sfavor still resideswith the
Jews. It will become clear to them soon
enough (but too late) that The Teaching
of Jesus Christ wasjust “astoneto strike
and arock to stumble over.”

If that doesn’t explain it for you,
don't look for it to be made any clearer.
The Jewswere“ cut off from” Israel, and
most of them failed to take advantage of
the opportunity to, as Paul says in
Romans11:17-24, be“ graftedinagain.”
They “stumbled” over Jesus Christ—
The (personified) Teaching of Moses
—Whowasthe" cornerstone” of the new
“foundation” that was being “laid” in
preparation for “building” the “house”
of Israel again.

Believein the Stone

The Apostle Paul said much the
same thing as Jesus did in the parable
about the wise Man and the fool, al-
though in the process he merged Isaiah
8:14 into 28:16, producing a hybrid
quote that, amazingly, remains true to
the intent of Isaiah in both verses:

What shall we say then? That Gen-
tiles, who did not pursue righteous-
ness, attained righteousness, even the
righteousness which is by faith; but
Israel, pursuing a law of righteous-
ness, did not arrive at {that} law.
Why? Because {they did} not {pursue
it} by faith, but asthough {it were} by
works. They stumbled over the stum-
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bling stone, just asit iswritten,

“BEHOLD, | LAYIN ZION A STONE OF
STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE,

AND HE WHO BELIEVESIN HIM WILL NOT
BE DISAPPOINTED.”

(Romans 9:30-33)

Obviously, some will question
Paul’s mangled quote, yet at the same
time they care little whether they rip
verses out of their scriptural context
themselves, distorting their meaning in
the process. Unlike Paul, who remained
true to Isaiah’s intent, they are perfectly
content to use what the Prophets have
writtenfor their own minuscul e purposes.

To accurately understand what |sa-
iah hassaidin 8:14, one must consider it
aspart of alarger passage. He beginsthat
passage by telling us God warned him
against “walking in the way” of the peo-
ple of Isragl:

For thus the LORD spoke to me with
mighty power and instructed menot to
walk in the way of this people ....
(Isaiah 8:11a)

Isaiah doesn’t tell you the Prophets
all condemn lsrael for having “turned
aside from” The Way of the Lord to
“walkin” their ownways. (See The Mys-
tery of Scripture.) He assumes you al-
ready know that. Why shouldn’t he?It's
clearly stated over and over inthe Proph-
ets. Isaiah also assumes you know “The
Way” of theLordis The Teaching of Mo-
ses, so he doesn’t bother telling you that
either. Isaiah takesit for granted that you
understand all the things you need to
know from reading other passagesin the
Hebrew Scriptures. Andindeed youwill,
soon enough, if you continue along with
me.

The fina thing Isaiah doesn't tell
you, but assumes you will understand
from reading what he has written, isthat,
when “the Lord of hosts’ “becomes a
sanctuary,” Hewill also become The Way

“The Truth of The
Teaching has never
been (and will never
be) fully understood by
unbelievers.”

of theL ord the Redeemed of the Lord will
follow when they make their “way” into
the*house” of theLord, just asJesussaid:

“ Let not your heart betroubled; believe
in God, believe also in Me. In My Fa-
ther’s house are many dwelling
places; if it were not so, | would have
told you; for | goto preparea placefor
you. Andif | go and preparea place for
you, | will come again, and receive you
to Myself; that where | am, {there} you
may be also. And you know the way
where | am going.” Thomas said to
Him, “ Lord, we do not know where You
are going, how do we know the way?’

Jesus said to him, “ | am the way, and
thetruth, and thelife; no one comesto
the Father, but through Me.”

(John 14:1-6)

Doeswhat Jesus said confuseyou?|
hope it does, because only afool would
think he understands. Jesusisexplaining
a great spiritual mystery. That mystery
can only be understood parabolically,
and even then only on the basis of things
that are explained elsewhere by the
Prophets. Put summarily, Jesusistalking
about Himself as The Teaching of Mo-
ses. The Teaching is The (only) Way
whereby Believers become living
“stones” inthe“house” of Israel, and ul-
timately, in the “house” of God. Yet, in
somemystical sense, The Teachingisthe
“house” of God. He is the “sanctuary”
Isaiah mentions that is “built” from the
“foundation” up out of living “stones’ in
whom that same Teaching dwells. Now
you tell me if you can understand what
Jesus said. Parabolically? Perhaps yes.
But literally? Don’t be afool.

In parabolic statements, Jesus is
saying thesamething Paul saidin hislet-
ter to the church at Rome:

But the righteousness based on faith
speaks thus,

“DO NOT SAY IN YOUR HEART, ‘WHO
WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN?’

(that is, to bring Christ down), or
“WHO WILL DESCEND INTO THE ABYSS?'
(that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead).”

But what does it say?

“THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR
MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART” —that is,

“The Hebrew idiom
‘make aname’ isa
synonym for the idiom
‘build a house.””

theword of faith which we are preach-
ing, that if you confess with your
mouth Jesus{as} Lord, and believein
your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you shall be saved; for with
the heart man believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he
confesses, resulting in salvation. For
the Scripture says,
“WHOEVERBELIEVESINHIMWLL NOTBE
DISAPPOINTED.”

(Romans 10:6-11)

Noticethat Paul hasdipped into Isa-
iah 28:16 to make his point concerning
thenecessity of believingin JesusChrist,
the“Lord of hosts’ Whois TheWay, The
Truth, and The Life. He is The Word
through which Believers will be saved.
And all you haveto doisbelieve.

The Apostle Peter doesacommend-
able job of summarizing the same thing
in his statementsto the Jewish leadersin
Jerusalem. But in so doing, he bringsin
the parabolic image of the “name,” thus
opening up even greater possibilitiesfor
making obscurantic statements, sincethe
Hebrew idiom “make a name” is a syn-
onym for the idiom “build a house.” It
probably never occurred to you that
theremight be parabolicimagery hidden
in such an ordinary word, but take alook

anyway:

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “ Rulersand el ders of the
people, if we are on trial today for a
benefit done to a sick man, as to how
this man has been made well, let it be
known to all of you, and to all the peo-
pleof Israel, that by the name of Jesus
Christ the Nazarene, whom you cruci-
fied, whom God raised from the dead,
—by this{name} this man stands here
before you in good health. He is the
STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you,
THE BUILDERS, {but} WHICH BECAME
THE VERY CORNER {stone}. And there
issalvation in no one else; for thereis
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no other name under heaven that has
been given among men, by which we
must be saved.”

(Acts 4:8-12)

By the way, if you're still with me,
we lost of a whole bunch of Pretenders
during that last explanation. They want
nothing to do with anything so “mysti-
cal.” Give them litera or give them
death. They’ Il have both. They’ve made
a covenant with him, remember? But
God intended it should be so to protect
those of you who have“insight” in these
Last Days. Yousee, Isaiahplainly told us
that’ show it will be when, at the conclu-
sion of the passage we' ve been looking
atinlsaiah 8, he says:

Bind up the testimony, seal the law
among my disciples. And | will wait for
the LORD who is hiding His face from
the house of Jacob; | will evenlook ea-
gerly for Him. Behold, | and the chil-
dren whomthe LORD hasgiven meare
for signs and wonders in Israel from
the LorD of hosts, who dwells on
Mount Zion. And when they say to you,
“ Consult the mediums and the spirit-
ists who whisper and mutter,” should
not a people consult their God?
{Should they consult} the dead on be-
half of the living? To the law and to
thetestimony! | they do not speak ac-
cordingtothisword, it isbecausethey
have no dawn. And they will pass
through the land hard-pressed and
famished, and it will turn out that when
they are hungry, they will be enraged
and curse their king and their God as
they face upward. Then they will look
to the earth, and behold, distress and
darkness, the gloom of anguish; and
{they will be} driven away into dark-
ness.

(Isaiah 8:16-22)

Did you notice what Isaiah said
about those who are “hard-pressed and
famished”’? They have no idea the fam-
ine Amos predicted actually occurred
(Amos 8:11-13). They don't know
they’ ve been eating vomit that came out
of the mouths of false prophets, vomit
that has been regurgitated for genera-
tions. That “food” has no nutritional
value. Its original nutrients have long
sincebroken downinto aputrid stew that

can no longer sustain life. The situation
today isthe same asit was in the days of
Isaiah (Is. 28:7-8). The leaders of Isragel
are al “eating and drinking with drunk-
ards.” [Editor: See Matthew 24:49.]
Toexplainwhat Isaiahhadinmind, |
should tell you the Truth of The Teaching
has never been (and will never be) fully
understood by unbelievers. Their unbe-
lief prevents them from comprehending
what God has done. Your own under-
standing of The Teachingisamystical ex-
perience because The Teaching is a
Person, a Person Who must first take up
residence within you before you can un-
derstand. Only then can He grow until, as

“Isaiah takesit for
granted that you
understand all the
things you need to
know from reading
other passagesin the
Hebrew Scriptures.”

Paul said, Jesus Christ becomes“amature
man” within you (Eph. 4:13).

Notice, however, that Paul explains
in that passage how spiritual growth is
made possible. God intended it should be
accomplished through the ministry of
the Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pas-
tors, and Teachers—those who (are sup-
posed to) understand The Teaching. In
other words, if you don't listento and be-
lieve someone who understands the
Truth, you won't grow spiritually. So
what do you think would happen if you
chose to listen to and believe someone
who doesn’t understand The Teaching,
or, better yet, at some point decidetorea-
son it al out for yourself?

Remember what Jesus said about
the disciple never becoming greater than
his Teacher? Bepatient. There’ snothing
covered that won't be reveaed to you
eventually. There’ snothing hidden that |
won'’t make known. [Editor: He' s allud-
ing to Matthew 10:24-27.] Let the unbe-
lieversaround you exposethemselvesby
speaking the folly of their own mind.
They’ redrunk; and drunks haveto vomit
now and then.

The stubbornness of unbelievers
will not allow them to accept the author-
ity of anyone God has called to prepare
the faithful. Consequently, The
Teaching has always been “bound up”
and “sealed” “among His disciples’ (Is.
8:16) in every generation when it has
been understood by “the many.” It will
be so now at the End aswell. Therefore,
it isgoing to become just that much eas-
ier for you True Believers to recognize
and root out the Pretendersamong you in
theseFinal Days. How do | know?Isaiah
said so:

To thelaw and to thetestimony! If they
do not speak according to thisword, it
is because they have no dawn.

(Isaiah 8:20)

It was the same way in the Early
Church. Weknow that because Paul says
exactly what Isaiah has said:

And even if our gospel is velled, it is
veiled to those who are perishing, in
whose case the god of thisworld has
blinded the minds of the unbelieving,
that they might not seethelight of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God. For we do not
preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as
Lord, and ourselves as your bond-ser-
vants for Jesus' sake. For God, who
said, “ Light shall shine out of dark-
ness,” isthe Onewho has shonein our
hearts to give the light of the knowl-
edge of the glory of God in theface of
Christ. But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the surpassing
greatness of the power may be of God
and not from ourselves.

(2 Corinthians 4:3-7)

Should you doubt that Isaiah and
Paul are talking about the same thing,
check back to seewhether Isaiah goeson
totalk about The Light. Thentake note of
thefact that, in verse 6, Paul has alluded
tolsaiah 9:2. They are both talking about
the same thing all right, and | trust you
areone of those who will oneday see, in
all itsfullness, what Paul calls“the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Christ.” Becauseif you don’t
“see” The Teaching down here, you
never will; but you'll have hell to pay
when you cross over. m
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with us and make this ministry your own? Everybody

can do something. Some can do more than others.

The Word of God is easier to memorize when it has
Please do what you can:

been set to music. That’s why The Elijah Project has
taken key passages from the Prophets and the Psalms,
PI'CIY for our work. combined them with catchy melodies, and produced

Scripture Songs, Volumes 1 & 2. Not only will they
Tell others. keep a song in your heart, they will help you hide the

Give a gift subscription Word of God away also.
to a friend.

Give Not All Israel Is Israel
to a friend.

Give a one-time gift.

Become a Monthly
Contributor.

o ) ‘ Thy Word have I hid in mine heart,
Time is short. Much remains to be done. Please )27 That I might not sin against Thee.

stand with us in this ministry. Contributions are — Psalm 119:11
tax-deductible. 100% of all contributions go to out-

reach. No salaries are paid. To Order, use the Order Form

What You Don’t Know Can Sometimes Hurt You!

Did you know that for over one hundred and fifty years all the leaders of the Early Church
understood there was but one correct understanding of the message of the Old Testament?
Were you also aware that all Christians in the Early Church respected and recognized their
leaders as having the God-given authority to teach the correct understanding of God’s Word
to His People? Can you believe none of these men interpreted Scripture for themselves?

Obviously, that doesn’t describe the Church today. With a church on every corner
preaching a different interpretation of Scripture and believers picking and choosing as
they deem fit, it doesn’t seem possible it could have ever been otherwise, does it?

Yet it was a reality in the Early Church for well over a century. So, what happened?

If you thrive on the constant bickering and fighting found in the Church of today, that
question isn’t even relevant. Obviously, you believe you can go right on arguing your way
to the Truth. But some of us don’t.

o [f you look around you in the Ghurch today, and things
just don’t seem quite right, this book is for you.

e And if you believe the Scriptures should have
hut one clear message, this hook is for you.

o And if you believe it only makes sense that the Church
took a wrong turn somewhere along the way, this book is for you.

Things aren’t right in the Church today. And there is but one simple message
to be found in the Bible. And the Church did take a wrong turn quite some time back.
Around A.D. 200, the Church did exactly what the Old Testament tells us Israel did
before: It turned away from The Apostolic Teaching. So, if you want to know the Truth,
this book is for you. Order your copy now. Why should The Mystery of Scripture
remain a mystery any longer?

To Order, use the Order Form




Where Did That Come From?

+ How did the novel notion that God loves everybody find its

way into fundamentalist beliefs? F undaantahsm
+ Where did Dispensationalism originate? Amencﬁ Iil}Cllltlll'E
< How did it come to be a part of fundamental doctrine? J—
<+ How did Fundamentalism become identified with O TWENTIE TGN R

ignorance and narrow-mindedness?

< What did William Jennings Bryan, former Democratic Party
leader, presidential candidate, and Secretary of State for
Woodrow Wilson, contribute to the fundamentalist image?
Doyou consider yourself aChristian Fundamentalist? Haveyou ever wondered where
some of the fundamentalist doctrines came from? Areyou starting to think some of what

you' ve been taught needs to be validated? If so, Fundamentalism and American Culture:
The Shaping of Twentieth-Century Evangelicalism, 1870-1925 by George Marsden will
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Geonae M. Marsden

answer many of the questions you might have about the roots of your beliefs.

To Order, use the Order Form

Here Are a Courle of (Actually
Three) Good Rules to Live By:

A. B. Simpson was a man who took his religious be-
liefs seriously. His personal diary reveals he lived his life
in constant preparation to meet the One he knew and
loved. At the age of eighty he was still seeking a closer
walk with the Lord. But he was never one to argue about
religion and dispute what others believed. He apparently
felt Christian life was better spent worshipping and
fellowshipping with other Believers who had the same
love for the Lord that he had.

Life was much simpler in Simpson’s day, but some
things never change. So if you’re looking for an example
to follow in these Last Days, you couldn’t do much better
than A. B. Simpson. He was a well-known Christian
leader around the turn of last century—when God’s Spirit
was working phenomenal wonders among Believers
throughout the world. Never a Pentecostal himself,
Simpson walked the high road at a time when Satan’s
agents were working night and day—~both sides against
the middle—to introduce controversy that would stop (or
at least slow down) the mighty outpouring of God’s Holy
Spirit.

1. Never Argue About Religion Or Politics.
2. Always Be Prepared To Die And Pay Taxes.
3. Don’t Traffic With People Who Break These Rules.

IMPSON
A.B.5 AND THE

PENTECOSTAL

MOVEMENT
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To Order, use the Order Form




Who is Israel?

According to Scripture, Israel is the descendants
of Jacob, heir to God’s promise to the patriarchs,
Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob. But did you
know that Scripture also says an
individual could be “cut off from”
Israel?

Today, the nation of Israel—the Jews living
in the land occupied by biblical Israel—
claim to be Israel, heirs to the promises
God gave to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
But are they really?

What if all Israel was “cut off?”

John the Baptist warned it could happen. (Matt. 3:10)
The Apostle Paul said it did happen. (Rom. 11:11-24)

Here for the first time ever, in simple, easy-to-read English, one book finally explains
this intricate message of Scripture hidden for so long in the Hebrew idiom. Read and
discover for yourself how Not All Israel Is Israel.

To Order, use the Order Form






